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PREFACE.

The work of preparing for publication the Oflicial Records of the
Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Soley, U, S.
Navy, at that timne librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards
Assistant Seeretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
sification was ably continued by his successor, Licutenant-Commander
F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in
May, 1893, 4

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first
five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and the
important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of these
volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was succeeded
by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintendent,
under whose able administration volumes 6-14 were published. Pro-
fessor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Naval Academy
September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W. Stewart.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

L. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confederute, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during
the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels scting
singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the world.
These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.

1X



X PREFAOR,

I1. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-
ence relating to-— '

. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the
Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureans,

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports
of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confedémtn, as far
as can be obtained. _

4. Returns of naval and military property captured by the
navies of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections, as far as practicable.

I1I. ‘The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relating to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships
as they actually appeared during the war. - These cuts have been
reproduced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or
from the carefully prepared drawings made from oflicial sources.

Much ditliculty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting gingly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspondence
between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore has
spared no pains to securcthe letter books and papers of the chief actors
on hoth sides. These papers have for the most part been obtained, and
they have been copiously used in the compilation of the work. The
_reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete. Itisto
be regretted, ho“-*uver, that the Confederate records are not equally
complete, due to the great difficulty found in collecting them, and also
to the fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy
Department was burned at the close of the war. Frequent careful
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searches throughout varions parts of the country, conducted by a
special agent of the Department, have brought to light many dupli-
cates of these papers, found among the personal files of participants,
It is hoped that the publication will rovive the interest of participants
in the events referred to, and lead them to bring to the notice of the

Department the whereabouts of any papers bearing upon naval opera-
tions in the civil war of which they may have knowledge.

The seventeenth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 17), which has
recently been published by the Department, gives the operations of
the Gulf Blockading Squadron from December 16, 1861, to Febru-
ary 21, 1869; and the operations of the East Gulf Blockading Squad-
ron from February 22, 1862, to July 17, 1865. The present volume
(Series I, vol. 18) gives the operations of the West Gulf Blockading
Squadron from February 21 to July 14, 1862.

- The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
hoth sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could he
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscellane-
ous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federute papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement of
the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each
volume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without
other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single
events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, und such documents
have been placed together in the compilation.

CHARLES W. STEWART,
Comprler.
Navy DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., October, 190).

Nore.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1894):

* * * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Nayy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among ofticers of the
Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein authorized of
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said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall bo
sent by the Seeretary of the Navy to such librarizg, organizations, and
individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, und
Delegates of the Ififty-third Congress, it heing the purpose of this dis-
tribution herein provided for to place these records in public libraries,
and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist in the several States and Territories.  Kach Senator
shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the
publication is completed; and all sets that may not be ordered to be
distributed as provided herein shall he sold by the Secretary of the
Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and
the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury., If two
or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the samo address, the
Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or
Delegates who have designated the same, who tiwl‘cupon may desig-
nate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of the
Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the
work was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and Towse of Representatives of the United
Staves of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis-
tributed copies of the Ofticial Records of the War of the Rebellion,
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated before tho meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth
Congress of the districts whose” Representatives in the Fifty-third
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said
Ofticial Records, or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July thirty first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four,
and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided

in said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 98,
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* % ¥ For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-
plying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars.



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIES 1.

1. Operations of the Cruisers, 1861--1865,
Union crulsers,
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wiltkes, U. S, N., 1862-1863.
West Indin (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N,, 1863-1864.

Confederate crufsers aud privateers,

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861.

Burrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard.
Cooperatlon of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens.

3. Operationg on the Atlantic C'oast, January to May 13, 1861,

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter.
Abandomment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yand.
Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, S. N,

4. Operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865.

Potomac Flotma, under Commander Ward, U, 8, N., 1861,
Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U. 8, N., 1561.
Potomac Flotillu, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. 8. N., 1861-1862.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commmodore Harwood, U. S, N., 1862-1863.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U. 8. N., 1863-1865.
6. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer Stringham, U. 8. N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861,

West Indin Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. N., 181,

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron, . 8. N.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsborongh, U, 8. N., 1861,

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. 8. N., 1861-1562,

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S, N,

James River Squadron, nnder Flag-Ofticer Buchanan, C. S. N.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N,

James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U, 8. N., 1862,

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. N, 1862-1864.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Oflicers Forrest and Mitchell, C. 8. N.

*Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkaey, C. 8. N,

*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, €. 8. N.
North Atlanti¢ Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. N., 1864-1865.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Mitchell and Seinmes, C. 8. N,

*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Pinkney, C. 5. N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. N., 1865,
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U. 8. N., 1861-1863.

* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgla, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. 8. N.

*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Caroling, under Flag-Officer Ingrakam, C. 8. N,
South Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8. N., 1863-1865,

*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, Sonth Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tucker, C. 8. N,

Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Ofticers Hunter and Tattnall, C. 8. N,

*The Confederate material uifder this head s very seant. It is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval

War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, C.,
XIng



X1V~ ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Gulf Blocknding Squadron, under Flag-Officer Mervine, U, S. N, 1861,

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flug-Officer McKean, U, S, N., 1861-1862.
* Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Holling, C. 8. N,

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer McKenn, U, 8. N, 1862,

East Gulf Blockading S8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, 11, 8. N., 1862,

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U. S. N., 1862-1864.

East Gulf Blocknding Squadron, under Captain Greene, U, 8. N., 1864.

Enast Gulf Bloek ading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. S, N., 1864-1865.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U, 8. N., 1862-1863.
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U, S, N., 1862,
Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitehell, C. S, N., 1862,
* Mohile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Randolph, C. S. N,
Truns-Mississippt Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, €. 8. A.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U. 8, N, (&d interim), 1863.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. N, 1864,
*Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. 8. N,

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. S, N,, 1864-1865.

West Gulf Bloekading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U, 8. N., 1865,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, €. S, N,

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Nuval Forces on Western Waters, nuder Commander Rodgers, U. 8. N., 1861,
Naval Forees on Western Watery, under Flag-Ofticer Foote, U, 8, N, 1861-1862,
* Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Ofticer Hollins, €. 8. N,
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U, S, N, 1862,
* Mississippl River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, €. 8. A,
* Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander R. F. Pinkney, C. 8. N.
* Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N.
Mississippl Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, N., 1862-1561.
Mississippl Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. N., 1864-1865.
*Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Licutenant J. H. Carter, . 5. N.

#Ihe Confederate materinl under this head is very scaunt, It is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Oftice of Naval

War Records, Navy Departraent, Washington D C,



UNITED STATES VESSELS 0OF WAR SERVING IN TIHE WEST GULF
SQUADRON, FEBRUARY 21 T0 JULY 1, 1862,

Name, Rate.  [Tonnage. Class.
A.Houghton ... _............. Fourth ... W06 I Bark (oo
Adolph Hugel......... eeeeeas Fourth ... 269 + Mortarschooner................
Arletta oo Fourth ... 199 {..... AO i
Arthur ............ e Fourth ... Byt Bark ...
Bohio Fourth ... 196 | Brig «ooin i
Brooklyn......... e seeond ... 2,070 | Serew steamer..o.ooooloL.L.
CoPoWilliams ..ol Fourth ... 210 | Mortarschooner......c.........
Cathoun..........coiviiiann.. Fourth ... 508 | Side-wheel steamer ............
Cayvugn ..., TFourth ... B7 | Serew stenmer. oo
CHfton. ... Fourth ... K92 | Side-wheel steamer ............
Colorado.............oo.o... Wirst...... 3,420 | Serew steamer. ...
Connceeticut ... ... Second ... 1,800 | Side-wheel steame
Corypheus......ooooieann... Fourth ... 100 | Yaeht ..ol
DanSmith................... .. Fourth ... 150 | Mortar cchooner
DeSoto. .o, Scecond ...f. 1,600 | Side-wheel .\t(.'uln('r ............
Fearnot ... ... Fourth . 1,012 | Storeship ...
George Mangham ............. Fourth ... 274 | Mortarschooner................
Harriet Lane.................. Third..... 619 | Side-wheel steamer ...
Hartford ...................... Second . 2,000 | Serew steamer ...,
Hatteras. ....oooveveiaun.... Third..... 1,160 | Side-wheelsteamer.............
Henry Janes..o..oooooioiiaan. Fourth ... 260 | Mortarschooner................
Horance Beals.............. ... Fourth ... 296 | Barkentine............... ...
Huron Fourth ... 507 | Serew steamer ... ...
Troquofs ...l Third..... 1,016 {..... L3 1 R
Itasca ... ... Fourth ... 57 f..... do.ooiiii
J.C.Kuhn ... ... Fourth ... 888 | Bark .. ... .o,
John Griffith .................. Fourth ... 246 | Mortar schooner................
John P Jackson............... Fourth .., 787 | Side-whecl steamer, ... .........
Kanawha .. ................... Fourth ... H7
Katahdin...................... Fourth ... 507
Kennebee ..o Fourth ... 507
Kensington ................... Third..... 1,002
Kineo ..., Fourth ... 15,0 Ao e
Kittatinny .................... Fourth ... 421 | Sehooner .. oo,
Marin A, Wood ................ Fourth ... 344 | Mortar schoone
Maria J. Carlton............... Fourth ... 178
Matthew Vassar............... Fourth . 216
Miami...........oiiiiiiaa,. Third..... 730
Midnight................ veenns Fourth ... 887 | Bark ............ B,
Mississippl............... Ceeenn Second ... 1,692 | Side-wheel steamer............
MONEZOMETY . .oeveiivannannn. Third. .... 787 | Screw steamer..................
Morning Light ................ Fourth . 937 1 8Mp.eeevei i

Crew.

27
31
39
86
46
259
30
68
78
121
H29
166
13
30
130
4D
35

302
101
35
39

BLOCKADING

Guns.

e DWW

W ke NI e X

'
N e

w©w

o O

* [0 June, 1861, 46 guns; June, 1862, 28 guns; November, 1862, 50 guns; December, 1862, 51 guns,
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XVI LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF
UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE WEST GULEF BLOCKADING
SQUADRON, FEBRUARY 21 TO JULY 14, 1562—Continued,
R P S

Name. Kate, Tonnage. Class. Crew. | Guns,
New London .ol Fourth ... 221 ¢ Serew SteAmer...ooveeeia.... 47 h
NI« Find. .l 582 Lo 387 12
Nightingale ..ol Fourth ... 1, 066 Hl 4
Norfolk Packet. ..o Fourth ... 349 38 h
[T TEY 21 o Third..... 829 102 6
O H. lee oo Fourth ... 199, 37 H
[0 11753 L1 1 Third..... 1,082 166 10
Oryella. ..o Fourth ... 171 43 3
OWHRCO i iie s Fourth ... M7 91 4
PAMPEra oo Fourth ... 1,375 ) {
| LR WY Fourth ... 190 RS 3
Pensucoln ..ot Second .. 2,108 | Serew steamer. ... ... 204 23
Pinolw. .o i Fourth ...! bO7 {..... QO Vb 4
Portsmowth ..ol Third..... GR9 | Ship .o 1651 2
POLOMHC. Second ... 1,708 {..... Ao 33 34
Proede .o FFourth ... B .. ... Ao 65 10
RUCCT, oo eeees Fourth ... 252 | Mortar schooner ... ... 36 3
Rachel Seamnn oo oo Fourth ... S03 ..., Ao 13 2
Rhode Island oo oooaan, Second .. 1,017 | Side-wheel steamer (oo 167 11
Richmond. ... ... Kecond | . 1,08 | Serew steamer. oo 261 22
Sachem..oooe Fourth ... 180 §..... Ao . H2 )
11 (G U Y Second ... 1,726 1 SWp .o 427 5
Sarah Bruen.....o.....oo ool Foarth ... 233 | Mortar schooner.............oL. 3 &
Sefota ..o Fourth ... 507 | Serew steamoer....o... oL, 65 B
Senw Form . ...l Fourth ... W) | Brigantine ... oL 35 3
Sidney Codones ..ol Fourth ... 245 | Mortarschooner................ 36 13
Sophronin ..ol Fourth ... 27 1. A0 Lo 32 H]
South Carolinn................ Third..... 1,150 | Screw steamer....o.o.oooaLL, 11H )
SUpply oo Fourth ... 047 [ Ship ..o (5] 7
Susquehanna. ..ol First...... 2,450 | Side-wheel steamer (..., 264 15
T. A Ward Lo Ll Fourth ... 284 | Mortarschooner................ 38 H
UNCRS « oo e Fourth ... 190 | Serew steamer............o..... ! 67 3
VHFUIR .« oot vineeienn e Second ... 1,300 |..... s s Y 126 10
Vineennes. ... Third..... 7 Ship..ooooo 162 19
Westfledd ..o Third. .... 8§22 | Side-whecel steamer ........... 116 6
Willinm Bacon ........ ... ... Fourth ... 183 | Mortarschooner................ f 32 h
Willlam G. Anderson.......... Fourth ... 593 | BArK .oooiiii Yool 7
Winonn ...l Fourth ... M7 | Screw steamer.......oo oLl 93 | 4
Wissahickon ...l Fourth ... 57 |..... Ao e &0 4
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WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM FEBERUARY 21* TG JULY 14, 1862

Order of the Secretary of the Nawvy to Commander Porter, U. 8. Navy,
to proceed to Philadelphia and New York for the selection of vessels

Jor the Mortar Flotilla.
Navy DurarT™iEnt, November 18, 1861.

Sik: Proceed to Philadelpbjajand’ New X@rk and examine at those
places the schooners purﬁ?.%EQl b vernment, whether any of
them are suitable fo g{b 1 vesigs. n, New York Mr. George D.
ace omm

Morgan, 54 Exchang g& mider Henry H. Bell will show

you what vessels of that clads are glready fitting for service. If, in
your judgment, nong these japapable of being readily arranged
for mortars, you authoriz&to purchase six suitable vessels, and
Commander Bell will arrange them as you may suggest. Consult with
the Ordnance Bureau before you leave Washington relative to the
mortars, .

You will also examine the ironclad vessels now building at Philadel-
phia, New York, and Mystic, Conn., and report the result on your
return. Upon the completion of this duty you will return to Wash-
ington, D. C.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G1pEON WELLES.

Commander Davip D. Porrer, U. S. Navy,
Waskington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Porter, U. S. Navy,
to proceed to New }/’ork to assume direction of vessels being fitted for
the Mortar I'lotilla.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, December &, 1861.

Sir: You will proceed to New York and report to Commodore
Paulding for the command of the bomb vessels now being fitted for sea
by Commander H. H. Bell.

* The operations of the Gulf Blockading Squadron to February 21, 1862, are given
in Series I, volumes 16 and 17. The operations of the West Gulf Blockading S(}lmd-
ron began upon the date that Flag-Officer Farragut assumed command at Ship Island,
Miss., February 21, 1862, It has been considered desirable to include in the present
volume certain preliminary orders and correspondence relating to the West Gulf
Blockading S8quadron from November 18, 1861, to February 21, 1862,~~CoMPILER,

3




4 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Twenty vessels, each carrying one XI1I-inch mortar, and one store
vessel have bheen selected; two of the former are in Philadelphia.

The Navy officers will be immediately ordered to report at New
York. )

As the vessels approach completion, further instructions will be
given,

1 am, respectfully, etc., .
= GipeoN WELLES.
Commander D. D. Porter, U. 3. Navy, -

Washington, 1. C.

Order of the Secrctary of the Navy to Captain Farragut, U. S. Navy,
to report in person at the Departinent.

Navy DEprARTMENT, December 15, 1861.

Upon the reporting of Captain Samuel Mercer as a member of the
retiring hoard, you will regard yourself as detached therefrom, and
you will proceed to Washington city without delay and report in per-
son at the Department.

I am, respectfully,
GibEON WELLES.

Captain 1. G. Farraaur, U. S. Navy,
New York.

Report of Captain Farragut, U. S. IV(LUV, acknowledying receipt of
Department’s order to proceed to Washington, D. (.

Pierront Houss,
Brooklyn, December 17, 1861,
“S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 15th in ..nt, and so soon as Captain Mercer reports for

duty I will leave for Washington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraaur,

Captain,
Hon. GipeoN WELLES
Secretary of the Z\/myy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Cuptain Farragut, U, S. Navy,
in view of the division of the Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Navy DEPARTMENT, December 23, 1861.

Sir: The Department has determined to divide the present Gulf
Blockading Squadron, commanded by Flag-Officer McKean, and you
will hold yourself in readiness for the command of one division, when
divided.

The U. S. steam sloop of war Huriford, now preparing at Phila-
delphia, will be your flagship.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLEs.

Captain D. G. Farraaur, U. S. Navy,
Washington, D. (.



WEST GULEF BLOOKADING SQUADRON., 5

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Cuaptaen Farragut, U. 8. Navy,
to assume command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

: Navy DEPARTMENT, January 9, 1862.

Sik: You are hereby appointed to command the Western Gulf Block-
ading Squadron, and you will proceed to Philadelphis and report to
Commodore Pendergrast, and when the U. S. steam sloop of war
Iartford shall be prepared in all respects for sea you are authorized
to hoist your flag on board of that vessel.

The Western Gulf Blockading Squadron commences at, but does
not include, St. Andrew’s Bay, in West Florida, and extends to the
Rio Grande. The coasts of Mexico and Yucatan will also be consid-
ered within the limits of your command.

Further instructions will be issued before your departure.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLES.

Captain Davip G. Farraaur,
Appointed to command the Western Gulf
Blockading Squadron, Hastings on the Hudson, N. Y.

Order of the Secretary of the Nawy to Captain Farragut, U. S. Navy,
to proceed to Hampton Roads on the U. S. S. Hartford.

Navy DEPARTMENT, January 13, 1862.

SIr: So soon as the Harifordis ready for sea, you will proceed with
her to Hampton Roads, Virginia, reporting your arrival to the
Department, and there await its further instructions.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipEoN WELLES.
Captain D. G. Farraaur,

Appointed to command the Western
Gulf Blockading Squadron, Philadelphia.

Letter from Captain Furragut, U. S. Navy, to Captain Dahlgren,
U. 8. Navy, acknowledging receipt of memorandum regarding cxper-
iments on boiler iron.

PrivaperLrnia, Janvary 16, 1862.

DEaAr CarrainN: I received your memorandum of the musket firin
at the boiler iron just as I was leaving Washington for this city, ang
had only time to tell the young gentleman to say that I was greatly
obliged fo you; that it was all I wished. I was gratified to see that
but one ball passed through the quarter-inch iron. As that is the
lightest, and the firing will seldom be at so short a distance as 40
yards, I have had the iron fitted for my tops of quarter-inch iron, and
the same pieces, each being arranged with a port for the boat gun by
placing two together on the bow of the boat, lapping the forward
edge, 1t will give the crew of the boat a good shelter in approaching
a body of musketeers on shore. This is a little kink of mine, but if
it saves one man only, I will consider myself well repaid for the
trouble; should a ball occasionally pierce the iron, they must take
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their chances. I think it better than to have the iron too heavy and
unhandy when the contingencies are rare.
If at your leisure you should try any more experiments, I will be
greatly obliged to you for the results. .
Very truly, yours,
D. G. FARRAGUT.

Captain DAHLGREN,
Commanding Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Captain Farragut, U. S. Nawy, to the Clicf of the Burewu
of Ordnance, regarding supplies of ammunition.

PHILADELPHIA, January 18, 1862.

DEar Caprain: I find that I will not be able te have a sufficient
number of grapeshot prepared here for me before we sail, and I there-
fore desire to know if I will find them at the Tortugas or Ship Island;
and, if not, will you please to have a quantity sent down to me, and
also a quantity of shrapnel for the IX-inch guns sent down also.

ery truly, yours,
4 D. G. FArraagur,

Captain, U. S. Navy.
Captain A. A. Harwoov,
Clief of the Bureaw of Ordnance, ete.

Order of the Secretary ;y" the Navy to Lieutenant Queen, U. S. Navy,

to proceed to Key West, Fla., for duty in the Mortar Flotdlla.

Navy DEPARTMENT, January 18, 1862.

Sir: After supplving the U. S. schooners George Mangham and
Adolph Hugel, at Hampton Roads, with stores, you will proceed with
the vessel under your command to Key West, Fla., and there await
the arrival of Commander D. D. Porter, to whom you will report for
duty as a part of his bomb flotilla.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipEoN WELLES.

Lieut. Comdg. WaLter W. QUEEN, U, S. Navy
U. 8. Schooner T. A. Ward, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of the Secretary of the Nawy to Lieutenant Breese, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. 8. schooner John Griffith, to proceed to duty in the

Mortar Flotilla.
Navy DEPARTMENT, January 18, 1862.

Sir: Proceed with the U. S. schooner Jokn Grifith to Key West,
Fla., and there await the arrival of Commander D. D, Porter, to
whom you will report for duty as a part of his bomb flotilla.

Transmit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of the crew
and a separate list of the officers of the JoAn Grifith.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GmmroN WELLES.

Lieutenant Commanding K. R. Brersg, U. S. Navy,
U. 8. Sokooner John Grifith, New York.
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Instructions from the Secretury of the Nuvy to Flay- Opicer Mclean,
U. S. Navy, regarding the division of the Gulf’ Blockading Squadron.

Navy DEPARTMENT, January 29, 1862.

Sir: Upon the arrival of Flag-Qfficer D. G. Farragut, the Gulf
Blockadin uadron will be divided into two squadrons, called,
respectively, the Eastern and Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.
The Eastern commences at St. Andrew’s Bay, inclusive, to the eastward
of Pensacola and extends to Cape Canaveral, on the eastern coast of
Florida, and also includes the Bahamas and Cuba.

Flag-Officer Farragut is assigned tothe Western and yourself to the
Eastern Squadron. The vesseg composing the latter are as follows:

Niagura, Huntsville, = Massachusetts, South Caroliana,
Montgomery,  Preble, Marion, Water Witch,
Wanderer, Dart, Nightingale, Kingfisher,
Midnight, New London, Santiago de Cuba, Rachel Seaman.

Samuel Rotan, Mercedita, Bainbridge,

I desire you to consult carefully with Flag-Officer Farragut and
modify this division, if you both shall think best, retaining in your
squadron only enough vessels to blockade the coast indicated.

As your headquarters are at Key West, and you will probably look
into I}iavana occasionally, you will consider the Santiego de Cuba
immediately under your orders and can carry out her instructions as
your judgment dictates.

The Department learns with regret from Commander Alaen that
the condition of your health requires you to relinquish your cornmand
in the Gulf. Your activity and zeal and faithful devotion 1o the
Government have given satisfaction to the Department. A relief will
be sent out on board the San Juacinto, when you can return north in
the ANiagara. On account of the crowded condition of the New York
navy yard, it is desirable that that vessel should go to Boston; but as
her condition may not admit of it, you are authorized to go into New
York if you do not decem it advisable to push for Boston.

Vzry respectfully,
G1pEON WELLES.

Flag-Ofticer W, W. McKEan, '
Commanding Glf Blockading Squadron, Key West, Fla.

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to F'lag- Officer Farragut,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the operations of the West Gulf Blockading
Squadron.

' Navy DEPARTMENT, Januvary 20, 1862.
Str: When the Hartford is in all respects ready for sea, you will
proceed to the Gulf of Mexico with all lgracticable dispatch and com-
municate with Flag-Officer W. W. McKean, who is directed by the
enclosed dispatch to transfer to you the command of the Western Gulf

Blockading Squadron, composed at present of the following vessels:

Colorado, Mississippi, Brooklyn, R. R. Cuyler,
Santee, Yincennes, Richmond, Potomac,

Etban Allen, De Soto, Hatteras, Wissahickon,
Maria A. Wood, Itasca, Sagamore, Huron,

Sciota, Portsmouth, Winona, Kittatinny,
Arthur, ~ Pursuit, Tahoma, James L. Davis.

Bohio, Pensacola,
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Coal vessels.

Fearnot, Pampero, J. C. Kuhn, National Guard.

In addition, there will he attached to your squadron a fleet of homb
vessels, and armed steamers enongh to manage them, all under com-
mand of Commander D. D. Porter, who will be directed to report to

rou.  As fast as these vessels are got ready they will be sent to Ke
Vest toawait the arrival of all, anf{ the commanding officers, who will
be permitted to organize and practice with them at that port.

When these formidable mortarsarrive, and you are completely ready,
you will collect such vessels as can be spared from the blockade and pro-
ceed up the Mississippi River and reduce the defenses which guard the
approaches to New Orleans, when you will appear off that city and take

yossession of it under the guns of your squa(F 'on, and hoist the Amer-
1can flag thereon, keeping possession until troops can be sent to you.
If the Mississippi expedition from Cairo shall not have desconded the
river, you will take advantage of the panic to push a strong force up
the river to take all their defenses in the rear.  You will also reduce
the fortifications which defend Mobile Bay and turn them over to the
army to hold. As vou have expressed yourself satisfied with the force
given to you, and as many more powerful vessels will be added before
you can commence operations, the Department and the country will
require of you success.  Upon consultation with Flag-Officer McKean,
and with his consent, you may modify the division of the rcsentsquad-
ron as herein ordered, notifying the Depurtment of any cﬁange. There
are other operations of minor importance which will commend them-
selves to your {'udgment and skih, but which must not be dallowed to
interfere with the great object in view, the certain capture of the city
of New Orleans.

Destroy the armed barriers which these deluded people have raised
up against the power of the United States Government, and shoot
down those who war against the Union, but cultivate with cordiality
the first returning reason which is sure to follow your success. '

Very respectfully, etec.,
GmroN WELLES.
Flag-Ofticer D. G. Farracur,
Appointed to Command West Gulf’ Squadron.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the commandant of the navy yard,
New York, urging dispatch in the prepavation of the Mortar Flotilla.

Navy DEPARTMENT, Januvary 21, 1862.

Sir: The Department desires to call your particular attention to the
great importance of getting the bomb fleet to sea at the ecarliest pos-
sible moment. Let the work on them take precedence of all other.
Next in importance are the steamers. If you fall short in men, draft
them from the Sabine, which vessel can wait for the steamers, as was
telegraf)hed you on Tuesday last.

am, respectfully, your obedient servant, :
GipeoN WELLES.
Commodore H. PauLping,
Commandant, Navy Yard, New York,
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flay- Officer Faurragut, U. S.
Navy, regarding the release of persons captured within the limits of
his command.

Navy DEPARTMENT, January 22, 1862.

Sir: You may release such persons from the rebel States as shall be
captured within the limits of your command, provided they are not
civilians in the rebel service, and are not known to have engaged in
any act against the authority of the United States, and are not needed
for witnesses.

Before their release they will be required to sign a written parole
not to engage in any hostile act against the United States during the”
present rebellion.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ GipEON WELLES.
Flag-Ofticer D. . Farraaur,

Appointed to Command Western Guif Blkdy. Squadron,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to F l(ge. Officer Farragut,
U. 8. Navy, relative to making the blockade effective.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, January 26, 1862.

Sir: The importance of a vigorous blockade at every point, to be
under your command, can not be too strongly impressed or felt. By
cutting off all communication we not only distress and cripple the
States in insurrection, but by an effective blockade we destroy any
excuse or pretext on the partof foreign governments to aid and relieve
those who are waging war upon the Government.

There is a manifest “osire, if not determination, in certain quarters
to break the blockade, und the apology, therefore, will be, if possible,
a want of vigilance or efliciency on the part of our squadrons in guard-
ing the coast in such a manner as to interdict communication. While
confiding in your practical knowledge and judgment the disposition of
the vessels committed to you, I have felt it my duty to warn you of
the difficulty alluded to, and at the same time to suggest that, except
when required by pressing necessity, there should not be a concentra-
tion of vessels at any given point, but that they should be spread so as
to make the blockade effective throughout the whole extent of coast
under your supervision. Most of the important points on the coast
are wc{l guarded, though occasionally we hear that a vessel has run
the blockade in bad weather, or in darkness, or at points least likely
to attract attention. , Every case of this kind, I have reason to believe
is noted and Inaid up as evidence that the blockade is not effective and
therefore is to be disregarded by those governments whose subjects may
become clamorous for supplies from the States blockaded.

The Department is aware of the difficulties you may be compelled
to encounter, and 'in warning you of what may be apprehended from
foreign interference, provided there is any want of vigilance or
effectiveness in any quarter in keeping up a rigid blockade, I wish to
express my confidence that you will bring all your ability and resources
into requisition to carry out the policy of the Goverument, and that,
even in this stormy season, you will {)e able, with the force at your
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disposition, to interdict communication at cvery point under your
charge, and thus destroy any pretense for breaking or attempting to
break the blockade. .

As fast as we can augment our force or spare vessels from other
points, we will endeavor to reinforce your command; in the mean-
time our reliance must be in your own powers and capability in the
squadron that you are about to have.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GiproN WELLES,
Captain D. (i. Farraouvr,

Appoiniad to command Wost (Fudf Blockading Squadron,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag- ()ﬁcer Farragut, (. S.
Navy, reqarding the dispatehing of @ vessel to Tampico, Mewico, for
the suppression of trafic with Texas.

Navy DePARTMENT, January 27, 1862,

Sir: Franklin Chase, esq., the United States consul at Tampico,
represents to the Department of State that considerable trafhc is
carried on hetween that port and western Texas and suggests that the
appearance of «n armed vessel of the United States in that quarter
occasionally wcald tend to check this means of affording aid to the
rebel cause and would also be beneficial in case protection or assistance
should be required bv our citizens there on account of the movements
of the allied powers against Mexico. The Department mentions this
subject to you, so that, on reaching your station, you inay exercise
your judgment in regard to dispatching a vessel to Tampico when cir-
cumstances will permit.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
: GiveEoN WELLES.
Captain D. G. Farragur,
Appointed to Command West Gulf Blockading Squadron,
Hampton Roads, Virginza.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag- Officer Furragut, U. S.
Navy, reqarding the Confederate nawal force at New Orleans.

NavY DEPARTMENT, January 29, 1862.

Sir: A gentleman just from New Orleans gives the following state-

ment of the rebel naval force there: .

Ram [Manassas), 1 gun; McRae, 6 guns; fvy (tugboat), 2 guns, 1
rifled; Eliza Simmons, 2 guns; G'rosse 1dte, 2 guns; Jackson (con-
demned), 2 guns; 1 floating battery, made of a ry dock cut down;
carries 20 guns; three boats building, to be covered with railroad iron
(said to be clumsy); six boats on Lake Ponchartrain and three others
building.

F am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GmeoNn WELLES.

¢

Ca4ptain D. G. Farracur,
Appointed to Command West Gulf’ Blockading Squadron,
Hampton Roage, Virginia.
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Leport of Flag-Oficer Farragut, U. S. Nawy, of the arrival of the
Flagshep Hartford at Hampton Roads, Virginia.

U. S. SreaM Svoop or WaR HARTFORD,
Llampton Roads, January 29, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship in Hampton
Roads. The ship was detained four or five days by the ice at Fort
Mifflin getting her powder and shells on board. The crew suffered
very much by the cold weather, but I hope our sick list will soon be
reduced by mild weather, the cases heing principally colds.
¥ I shall await the reply to this communication, as directed by Mr.

COX. '

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farragur,

‘ Feag- Officer.
Hon. Gipron WEeLLES, \
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Fluy- Officer Farvagut, U. S. Navy, acknowledging the receipt
of instructions from the Department.

U. S. S. HARrTFORD,
Lortress Monroe, January 30, 1862.

Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several
communications, viz, my special and confidential instructions in relation
to my duties as flag-officer of the Western Gulf Blockading Squadron,
dated January 20 and 25; also letters of the different consuls of Liver-
pool, and Havana, and Vera Cruz, the contents of which have all been
carefully perused, and I can only say that the wishes of the Depart-
ment shal} be carefully carried out to the best of my ability, and that
there shall be no lack of exertion on my part to secure the best results
for the Government and the country.

I will dispose of vessels at the different points indicated by your
letters the moment I assume the command, and endeavor to close as
many of the ports as possible in a most effectual manner.

- Very 1‘(\ﬂpoct.fu‘)l(.)v, your obedient servant,
M. (. FArraGUT,
Flag- Officer.
- Hon, GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flug-Qfficer Farragut, U, S.
Navy, to proceed to the command of the West Gulf Blockading
Squadron. '

NavY DrprARTMENT, January 30, 1862.

Sir: On the receipt hereof you will li)}roceed with the Hurtford to
the Gulf in pursuance of instructions heretcfore given, touching at
Port Royal en route.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLES.

Captain D, G.(ZFAREA(}UT, 2 ilf Blockading S
Appointed to Command West Gulf Blockading Squadron
Lwmipton Road%, Vz’rgz';zia.
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Leport of Flag- Officer Farragut, 7'eguestin_(/ the sarvices of a dispatel
vessel.
U. S. S. HarTrorn,
Hampton Roads, Janvary 31, 1862.

Str: T am now getting in the ordnance stores sent down from
Anni poiis, and will sail to-morrow, if possible. I respectfully request
that 1 may be furnished with a dispatch vessel to ply between the
squadron and Key West—such a steamer as the Jlenry Brinker (a pro-
eller steamer of about 100 tons), but a sailing vessel would be of
ittle use, ag she could not stem the currents except with a fresh,
fair wind, and would be utterly useless in calms.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. (i, Farracur,
Flay- Officer.
Hon. GibroNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. (.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to varvious commanding officers to
report with thedr vessels for duty in the Mortar I'lotilla.

NAvY DEeparTMENT, Junwary 31, 1862,
Str: Report to Commander I). D. Porter at New York for duty as
a part of his bomb flotilla.  Transmit to the Department before sailing
from New York a muster roll of the crew and a separate list of the
ofticers of the C'/fton.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GiproN WELLES.
Acting Lieutenant C. II. BALpwin,
Commanding 7. S. 8. Clifton, New York,

Acting Volunteer Licutenant Wy FLyg, '
Commanding U. S. S. . B. Forbes, Mutatis Mutandis, New York.

Commander Wy, B. REnsuaw,
Conemanding U. 8. S. Westfield, Mutatis Mutandis, New York.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Licutenant Guest, U. S. Navy,
commanding U, 8. S. Qwasco, to proceed to duty under Commander
LPorter, U. S, Navy.

Navy DEPARTMENT, February 3, 1862.
Sir: Proceed to Key West, Fla., through the Hole in the Wall pas-
sage, with the U. S. S. Qwasco, and on your arrival there report to

Commander D. D. Porter for duty. If vou fall in with any of the

flotilla schooners endeavoring to make their way through the passage,

you will efford them any assistance they may need to enable them to
do so and to reach their destination safely. You should be at Key

West by the 18th of this month,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, '
GipeoN WELLES.
Lieutenant Joun Gursr,
Convnanding U. S. S. Owasco, New York.
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Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Lieutenant Harrell, U. S. Nuvy,
commanding (1. 8. 'S. Miami, to report for duty in the Mortar
Llotilla.

Navy DEPARTMENT, February 6, 1862.
Str: Proceed with all practicable dispateh to Ship Island, touching
at Key West, and report to Flag-Ofticer D. (i. Farragut for duty in
the bomb flotilla.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(GipeoN WELLES,

Lieutenant A. D, HARRELL, _ _
Commanding U. 8. S. Miwmi, Haempton Roads, Virginia.

Leport of I'lay-Opficer Furrvagut, U. S. Navy, of arrival at Port
R()!/(ll, S. .

U. S. S. HarTFoRD,
Lort Royal, Iebruary 5, 1862,

Sik: Agreeably to orders, I touched in here to communicate with
Flag-Ofticer Du Pont. One of my men died just as we were coming
in. I had him buried on shore.

Finding that much of the coal had been consumed in the Delaware
River on the ship’s trial trips and getting in her powder, I requested
Flag-Officer Du Pont to let me have 50 tons hard and 14 tons soft
coal if he could do so with convenience, to which he readily consented,
and as soon as it was hoisted in I left for Havana. The ship per-
formed very well on the way round. She is slow under steam and
will do nothing against the wind.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, o
D. G. Farraaur, Zlag- Oficer.
Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, L. (.

Report of’ Licutenant Breese, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. barkentine
Torace Beals, acknowledging ovders to duty in the Mortar Flotilla.

U. S. BARKENTINE Horacr Beaws,
Nawy Yard, New York, February 7, 1862.
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your orders of
the 3d instant to proceed with this vessel under my command to Key
West, Fla., and report to Commander D. D. Porter as a part of his
bomb flotilla.
In obedience to this order, I hdve to report that I left the navy
yard at 3 p. m., on my way to its fulfillment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
: ' K. R. BREESE,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.
on. GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. (.
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Lettor from the Secretary of the Nawy to the Superintendent of the
Coast Survey, requesting the services of « steamer in the West Gulf
Bleokading Squadron.

Navy DEPARTMENT, Febrary 8, 1862.
The operations connected with Flag-Officer Farragut’s squadron,
which extend from St. Andrew’s Bay, in Florida, to the Rio Grande,
renders it desirable, in my opinion, that a Coast-Survey steamer,
properly equipped in all respects, should beattached to this command.

I am, etc.,
GipeoN WELLES.

Prof. A. D. BAOHE,
Superintendent Coast Survey.

Letter from Ilag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to the Chief of the.
Bureaw of Ordnance, regarding stores for the squadron under his
command.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Havana, February 10, 1862.

Sir: I herewith send a large requisition for ordnance stores, and 1
hope the Bureau will comply with it and send the articles to Shi
Island or the mouth of the Mississippi as soon as possible, and 1 will
leave directions as to the disposition to be made of them. I will want
the increased number of 15-second fuzesat the earliest day practicable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ D. i. Farracur,

Flag-Officer, Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain A. A. Harwoob, (
Chief of the Burcau of Ordnance, Washington, 1. C.

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Farragwt,
U. 8. Navy, in view of the great responsibilities devolving wupon hvm.

Navy DEPARTMENT, February 10, 1862.

Str: I enclose to you herewith sketches* from the U. S. Engineers
Bureau relative to the works on the Mississippi River; also a memoir
)rei)ared by General Barnard, U. S. Army, who constructed Fort St.

hilip.

The most important operation of the war is confided to yourself and
your brave associates, and every light possible to obtain should be
carefully considered before putting into operation the plan which your
judgment dictates.

It is reported that 19 feet of water can be carried over the bar. If
this be true the frigate Mississippz can he got over without much diffi-
culty. The Colorado draws about 22 feet. She lightens 1 inch to 24
tons. Her keel is about 2 feet deep. The frigate Wabash, when in
New York in 1858, drew—without her spar:deck guns, stores, water-
casks, tanks, and coal (excepting 30 tons)—aft, 20 feet 8 inches; for-
ward, 16 feet; or on an even keel, 18 feet 4 inches. This would indi-
cate a very easy passage for this noble vessel. And if it is possible to

*Not found.



WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 16

get these two steamers over, and perhaps a sailing vessel also, you
will take care to use every exertion to accomplish it. The powerful
tugs in the bomb flotilla will afford the necessary pulling power. The
tops of these large steamers are from 30 to 50 feet above the fort and
command the parapets and intervior completely with howitzers and
musketry., The Waclusett, at Boston, the Oneida, Richmond, Varuna,
and Dacotak, at New York, and the Zroguois, from the West Indies,
are ordered to report to you with all practicable dispatch; and every
gunboat which can be got ready in time will have the same orders.
All of the bombshells have sailed, and the steamers to accompany them
are being prepared with great dispatch. It is believed the last will be
off by the 16th instant. ‘

Eighteen th-usand men are being sent to the Gulf to cooperate with
you In the movements, which will give to the arms of the United States
full possession of the ports within the limits of your command. You
will, however, carry out your instructions with regard to the Missis-
sippi and Mobile without any delay beyond that imgosed upon you
by your own careful preparation. A division from Ship Island will

robably be ready to occupy the forts that will fall into your hands.
E‘he Department relies upon your skill to give direction to the power-
ful force placed at your disposal, and upon your personal character
toinfuse a hearty cooperation amongst your officers, free from unworthy
jealousies. If successful, you open the way to the sea for the great

‘est, never again to be closed. "Che rehellion will be riven in the
center, and the flag to which you have been so faithful will recover
its supremacy in cvery State.

Very respectfully, ete., Gipeon WEeLLEs,

Flag-Officer D. G. Farraaur, ‘
Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, Ship Island.

| Enclosure.)

JANUARY 28, 1862.

Fé)rt, Jackson is a bastioned pentagon, with fronts of about 110
ards.

Y It is built of brick and is in good condition. Its scarp walls are 22
feet high, measured from the offset of the foundation, which is pretty
nearly the bottom of the wet ditch. The work is surrounded by a wet
ditch, which, at the lowest water of the ditches (the ditch water fluc-
tuates about 16 inches, standing 1 foot higher than low water of river
and about 32 inches lower than high water of river, which rises and
falls here 5 feet), is 6 feet deep in the middle and about 5 feet at foot
of scarp wall. (There is no counterscarp wall, the wet ditch being
revetted with timber just up to the edge of the water, from where the
earth slopes less than 45 degrees.) Thus the top of the scarp is 16 feet
above the surface of water in ditch at low water, and 14 feet 8 inches at
high (ditch) water. The ditches are flanked by a 24-pounder howitzer
in casernate in each of the 10 flanks.

Owing to the fact that the parapetsare not carried around the flanks
and faces of the bastions (for fear they would not sustain the weight),
there is not much room for musketry fire on the flanks. A half dozen
riflornen might be stationed behind the top of the scarp, probably, of
each flank.

The faces of the bastions may be lined with infantry, as the bastions
are hollowed out, leaving the top of the scarp to serve as parapet.
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The backs of the casemate arches interfere very much with this
arrangement along the flanks.

The two curtains bearing on the river are casemated for 8 guns each.
As the traverse of a casemate gun is but 60 degrees, it follows there
is a sector of 12 degrees in front of the central water bastion which is
not touched hy casemate fire. .

The parapets of the two water fronts are arranged to receive 22
channel-bearing guns.  The parapets of the other fronts receive 16
more barbette guns, a portion of which bear indirectly upon the
channel, -

The three land fronts of the work are covered by a glacis coupé with
a covert way, having places of arms in front of the curtains. The two
terminating branches of this covert way look upon the channel, and
arc arranged for 8 or 9 guns in each. '

‘T'he branches of the covert way of the west front bear well upon
the channel above the fort, and are arranged to receive 31 guns.

To increase the fire down the * * * and in passing, an external
battery has been constructed, communicating with the covert way of
cast front. The carthwork had been entirely completed, parapets
formed, ete., but at the time it went into rebel possession it is Il))clieved
that neither the breast-height walls were built nor the gun platforms
lnid,  (This work has probably heen done since.) It had capacity to
receive 25 guns. It i quite likely that the rebels have armed this
battery.

The work is arranged, therefore, for armament as follows:

Casemate BUNB L oL o ettt e e 16
Barbette on two channel-bearing faces of main work. ... ... .. ... ... ..... 22
Barbette on two extremities of glacis coupé, having the same bearing on the two
T 17
Barbette, covert way of west front (looking up the channel) ... .. .. ... ... 31
Barbette, exterior hattery . ..o . 26
Total channel-bearingguns................ e eteieaeeiaeaaa. 111
Add barbette guns on other fronts. .. ... ... .. .. ... 16
Total heavy gUnB. .o e eaeas 127
(The 10 flanking 24-pounder howitzers are not included in this sum-
Iary.)

At the time the work went into the possession of the rebels there
were in it, of guns, 16 32-pounder guns, 26 24-pounder guns, 10 24-
pounder flanking howitzers; of carriages, 14 24-pounder casemate car-
riages, 9 24-pounder flank-defense howitzer carriages, 12 24-pounder
barbette carriages.

It is supposed the above carriages were in a very bad condition. The
sixteen 32-pounders were sent there to go into tf)e casemates, in which
24-pounders had been mounted twenty years ago.

The report that the casemate guns would not fire over the levees is
one of those canards which had its flight long ago; is & specimen of
what reports, malice, or credulity wilForiginate or entertain, and is

uite on a par with some which have been sanctioned by high authority,
that certain forts would fall down by a discharge of their artillery.

When I took charge of this work in 1840 the report was that the
whole work had disappeared. It had settled probably about a foot.
At that time the soles of the embrasures were, say, 6 feet above low
water of river and 1 foot above high water. The levee in front (higher
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than necessary) was, say, I foot 2 inches higher than the sole of the
embrasure (about on a level with the muzzlo of the gun).

I cut out the embrasures and raised them 1 foot. The work has
settled very little, if at all, sinco then.

The muzzle or rather the axis of a casemate gun should therefore
be 1 foot higher than the top of the levee, and by cutting away 1 foot
of the levee (which may be safely done at all times) there would be 2
feet difference of level.

Theriver rises and falls 5 feet, the surface being 7 feet and 2 inches
below the top of the levee at low and high water.

Occasionally the river falls 1 foot lower than ordinary low watér
and rises 6 inches higher than ordinary high water, or has an extreme
fluctuation of 6 feet 6 inches.

The glacis-coupé is surrounded by a wide wet ditch. This ditch has
but little over 3 feet in it at low (ditch) water, and its bottom is firm
enough to bear the weight of a man without sinking very much.
Nevertheless it adds very greatly to the strength of the work against
assault.

The salient of the north hastion is about 140 yards from the river
bank, and, say, 110 yards from the levee, and the river is about 700
yards wide. _

In the center of Fort Jackson is a defensive barrack of decagonal
shape. 1t is intended to be made bombproof by covering the 1-foot-
square timbers of the ceiling with earth.  Probably the rebel garrison
have done this. This building will acconumodate 400 or 500 men.  As
there is beside a great deal of hombproof shelter in the casemates and
galleries, the garrison is well sheltered from a bombardment.

Fort St. Philip.

Fort St. Philip was partly built by the Spaniards and finished to
its present outline by us in 1812-1815. It is very irregular in figure,
It occupies a quadrilateral space of about 150 hy 100 yards.

The front toward the river (first built) had a bastioned terrace; the
other portions have been added to inclose the work and give some
semblance to flanking arrangements. The brick scarp was originally
of slight relief and imperfectly founded; was found in very bad con-
dition when I took charge in 1841, Under my charge tho walls were
strengthened by relieving arches, an additional thickness of masonr

iven to them, the earthen parapets extended all around the worl{
there having been a mere brick wall as parapet before), and the wet
ditch deepened so as to have 6 feet depth at lowest water.

It may be stated in a general way that the scarp wall on land fronts
has 16 to 17 feet height (from bottom of ditch) and on water fronts
about 14 or 15 feet. The part of the ditch next the scarp walls is
not more than 2 or 3 feet deep at low water, the deepest part of the
ditch being generally near the counterscarp. (There is no brick
counterscarp; merely board revetment, as at Fort Jackson.)

It wasintended to arrange a low glacis with covert way and revetted
breast-height wall around the work, but I believe this has not been done;
if not, one-half of the height of the scarps would be secu from the out-
side, and it would require little battering to bring them down. There
is a postern and drawbridge in the western face and another near the
most northern angle of the works.

N W R—voL 18——2



18 WEST GULY BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Two external hatteries (earthen) have been built of late years in con-
nection with this work, having wet ditches (6 feet at low water), hav-
ing parapets 20 feet thick, crest 19 feet above bottom of ditch, which
is 20 feet wide (at bottom).  These batteries were intended for 22 heavy
guns each on water faces and 6 24-pounders on extremities and rear.

‘Fhe sketch will exhibit the bearing of these batteries and their con-
nection with the main work, It will also exhibit the number of guns
of the two forts bearing upon any one point of the river within their
range.

The main work of St. Philip is arranged to receive, say, 20 heavy
guns bearing directly upon the channel, besides some dozen or more
bearing upon the land.

This armament of 72 channel-bearing guns (fort and external bat-
teries) is all en barbette and very low at that, the crests (or tops) of
the parapets being but 14 feet above low water of the river and 9 feet
above ordinary high water. : .

At Fort Jackson there are but 16 guns in casemate, the remaining
105 channel-bearing guns being en barbette. 'The exterior battery (25

uns) has its crest (same as St. Philip) 14 feet above low water of river.

he covert-way batteries (48 guns) have their crest 16 feet above low
water, and the crest of parapets of main work (28 channel-bearing
guns) is 24 feet above low water.

The two works mount together 177 channel-bearing guns.

Of this armament there was in Fort Jackson (as hefore stated) when
it went into rebel possession 16 32-pounders (without carriages), 26
24-pounders, with 14 casemate :mdI 12 barbette carriages; and at
St. Philip 10 24-pounders with carriages, or 52 guns in all, of not very
formidable caliber. :

Whether they have supplied the full armament or not I can not
judge. There were in the Baton Rouge Arsenal 40 32-pounders and
3 8-inch columbiads, which, if all sent to these works, would leave 82
still to be supplied. .

Except Baton Rouge, the Norfolk navy yard and their own found-
rics have been their sources, and, as it is f;ke[y their foundries have
been mainly taken up with casting field guns, it is probable that Nor-
folk has been the source from which forts have been supplied. 4

It i; probable, therefore, that, as at Port Royal and glatteras, the
armament, if completed, will contain few guns over 32-pounders.

Such an armament, as much experience has shown, is not very for-
midable to vessels of war or regular war steamers, unless through the
agency of hot shot (and there are furnaces for nearly all the batteries
at both forts). Still, it is not a trifling undertaking to pass so large a
number of guns at such close quarters. (Fort St. Philip is about
700 yards higher up the river than Fort Jackson; the distance between

“the nearest salients of the main works is about 1,000 yards.) From a
point in the river 14 miles from the lowest battery of Fort Jackson to
another 14 miles above the nearest upward-bearing batteries we shall
find a distance of 34 miles to be traversed, 2 miles of which under the
fire of 100 to 125 guns, and the other 14 miles under that of from 50 to
100. Now, against the current of the river this distance will not be
performed by the majority of steamers of a squadron in less than
twenty-five minutes or a half-hour. With hot shot thrown by this
armament, even though but 24 and 32 pounders, I should look upon
the daylight passage as too hazardous to be undertaken. The lowness
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of their barbette batteries is a favorable circumstance. At any time
between now and next August our fleet would find the river pretty
wellup. The river is not apt to be much above low water in February,
but a rapid rise usually commences about the 1st of March and the river
kecps up till August, and the decks of our large steam frigates would
command most of these batteries, within 200 or 250 yards of which
they could be laid. But to get such positions the vessels would have
to endure 14 or 2 miles fire (raking) of 100 guns.

Such an attempt should be made at night, when the distant fire must
be very uncertain.

From two to four or more vessels for each fort, armed with IX or
X1 inch guns, laid alongside of Fort Jackson, and firing spherical case
or canister (the latter probably preferable), would, 1 should think,
make all these batteries untenable, even those of the casemates. Here
is a place where armor-clad vessels hecome particularly applicable.

Should any obstructions (such as rafts) be anchored in the river
(difficult, I think, to maintain in the high or even moderately hiFh
stages), the forcing of a passage would become almost impracticable.
Here, again, ironclad vessels would he very useful for reconnoitering
or destroying rafts.

Would it he prudent, however, supposing these works to be at all
formidably armed, to force a passage, leaving them behind intact,
while the fleet advanced on New Orleans? I think not, unless, per-
chance, in conjunction with an attack to be made on the city by a large
land force from Lake Borgne or Pontchartrain; but it is as hard to
get a land force from these lakes as to take Forts Jackson and [St.]
Philip. A fleet can not maintain itself long above thosec works unless
the city of New Orleans is captured and held by us. If it should meet
with damage in passing, and serious reverses higher up, it would have
to pass the gantlet again in retiring and our loss become very great.

81) the other hand, to take these works is to open the navigation of
the river up to Memphis to us and to lay open the whole country (as
well as to take New (S)rleans) to the enterprises of our fleets.

It is a key to all the rest, and I believe it is an undertaking which
requires as little risk, as small outfit, as any there can be designed in
this quarter.

Before indicating how 1 would operate against these works I will
make a few remarks about the topography. It is to be regretted that
with all the surveys we have made, and the length of time our officers
(myself among others) heve been connected with this place, we have
such uncertain inf;rmation as to the exact character of the ground
surrounding these works. I state the character to the best of my
ability. Tge river banks everywhere, even down to the mouth, 1
believe, furnish a margin of firm ground, only overflowed in the higher
stages of the river. (Unfortunately during the months of March,
April, May, and June we are certain to find the river pretty well up
to high-water stage.) This strip of firm ground from Fort Jackson
down for about a mile is from 300 to 400 yards, and, except where
cleared to open the fire of the guns, is wooded with cottonwood and
willow, the latter perhaps from I to 2 feet diameter.

Extending 450 or 500 yards below Fort Jackson is an old levee (mado
at the time of the commencement of the work), having a return or
elbow running back to the swamp. (See large map.) This return is
near 400 yards long. It serves to protect the rear of the fort from
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the backwater of overflow. This levee was repaired, 1 think, under
my directions. It is quite likely that it has been neglected since, and
that there are breaches in it, but these could be easily repaired; and
the levee would keep the space behind pretty dry, even at high water.
The level of the natural so1l about Fort Juckson near the river is, say,
n little over 3 feet above ordinary low water., The ordinary rise of
the river is, say, 5 feet, overtopping the banks, say, 2 feet.

The fort levee proper encloses the works and the grounds (see map),

ssing within about 100 yards of the northern bastion salient, 150
F::)m the two eastern, and 300 (about) from the two western bhastion
salients,

Above Fort Jackson the high ground extends farther back (say one-
half mile); is leveed and might be kept dry at all stages. (If an
attack on these works was feared, and the river up, probably all the
levees would be cut, but they are easily repaired.)

Next above Bayou [St.] Denis is cleared and cultivated ground, and
next ahove Bayou des Liards is the Burnt Settlement [ Buras], a hamlet
of neat residences, with rice fields and orange groves.

The ground immediately around Fort St. Philip is as high, or
rather higher, than that ahout Fort Jackson.

There is quite a large triangular space of high ground between the
river and Bayou Mardi Gras (just below the fort), and thence extend-
ing along the river and bayou banks. The limit of hardest ground
pusses about a hundred yards hehind the rearmost salient of the fort.

1t is called by Licutenant Smith (who surveyed it) ¢ practicable for
infantry, cavalry, or artillery.” For several hundred yards farther
back, indeed, the ground is passable for footmen, but would be found
pretty soft and miry in wet weather, though still supporting footmen.

The banks of the Bayou Mardi GGras are pretty high and firm half-
way at least to the Gulf; the bayou itself, though narrow, has 10 to
15 feet of water in it except over 1ts bar. Lime Kiln Bayou uss much
the same character. The external waters of the Gulf are shoal, and I
yresume nothing can approach the mouths of these bayous except

outs. ’

With these preliminaries I will give my ideas about the attack. 1
should consider necessary, first, a powerful fleet, bearin% from 300 to
400 guns (as many XI-inch and IX-inch guns as can be had); second,
half a dozen ironclad gunboats (or as many more as can be had);
third, 10,000 troops. (All these might not be necessary in reducing
the works, but they should be with tge expedition to take immediate
advantage of its success.)

I should bope to reduce the works without regular siege operations,
but even if it became necessary to resort to them, the powerful artil-
lery of the fleet would make a large siege train unnecessary. I should
judge that a dozen 24-pounder sie%): guns, a dozen X-inch mortars,
and as many field guns (these to urnished from dismounted bat-
teries attached to the division of troops) would suffice, and the fleet
should be accompanied by, say, fifteen or twenty mortar vessels, such
as ure now being equipped.

The difficulties of reguilar a?proaches against these works and the
advantages likely to be derived from prompt and bold measures, which
may overwhelm the works before the defenders can get time to accus-
tom themselves to a state of siege, are so great that I shall not suggest
as a preliminary attack any land batteries. Doubtless, if it was in the
month of November or December, it would be an important step to
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land troops helow, surround Fort Jackson hy skirmishers (taking
advantage of the levees), and to establish batteries enfilading all the
water batteries of this work bhearing across and down the river.
During the high-water season I doubt the practicability of this and,
whether practicable or not, believe that the measure would not justify
the discouragements and delays arising.

The plan % would suggest would l—i)e based upon the fact that the
batteries of the forts are all, except sixteen guns of Fort Jackson,
en barbette; that they are all very low; that they can be approached to
within 200 yards, and, moreover, that while Fort Jackson is a very
strong work Fort St. Philip is comparatively weak, and can scarcely
be considered as secure against a coup de¢ main, and that Fort St.
Philip once fallen into our possession, its own batteries enfiladed or
taken in reverse, all the downstream bearing barbette batteries of
Fort Jackson, and that from a point 200~ or 300 yards below Fort
St. Philip the remaining barbette hatteries of Fort Jackson can he
enfiladed and the scarps of the two water fronts breached. From a
[I)oint marked C, 600 yards from the uppermost batteries of Fort
Jackson, to a point marked D, 600 from the lower batteries, is a
distance of about 1,600 yards. Along this line I presume twelve ves-
sels can be laid without danger of fouling; and if they averaged ten
guns to a broadside they would bring one hundred and twenty guns
to bear on the fort, and it will be seen that they will enfilade every
barbette battery and take most of them in reverse.

The nearest vessels will be about 200 yards from the work.

The batteries of St. Philip can not be enveloped and enfiladed as
can those of Fort Jackson, but they are so extremely low and so near
the shore that they are fearfully exposed. Eight vessels could be laid
alongside, the riost remote- 300 yards from the extremes of the two
exterior batteries, the central ones within 200 yards of the parapets of
the work. ,

I should not attempt to put all these vessels in position at once. I
should select for the Ii“ort; Jackson side say four (ironclad if possiblef,
destined for position from A to E. Two of these (ironclad) vessels
should be posted directly in front of the two curtains of the water fronts,
to.contend with the casemate and barbette guns above them; these
vessels should have XI-inch guns and fire nothing but canister. Three

-

vessels should likewise he destined to take positions in front of Fort
St. Philip.

The operation should commence in the night, so as to get these
vessels in position just before daylight—the vessels destined for St.
Philjp to creep along the left shore; those for Fort Jackson along the
right shore. The river is too narrow and the current too strong for
maneuvering. The vessels once in position would have to keep them.
They should be of such a character that they might be expected to do
so, from the number of their guns or from their iron protection.
(Ample topmast room should be provided and filled with sharpshooters.)
Those on the Fort Jackson side would probably have to make fast to
the shore; those on the St. Philip side might anchor.

At early dawn the rest of the fleet should distribute itself along the
shores as indicated. The mortar vessels should then seek the most
suitable positions. If the fleet can thus silence the fire of the forts
once it can keep it silenced, and it should take advantage of its cessa-
tion to fire solid shot or shells to injure the guns and walls. (The
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walls of St. Philip are, notwithstanding all modern repairs, of the
most wretched character and much exposed.) It is likeY; 4 more or
less practicable breach could be made in front from the vessels. The
fire of the works being subdued, part of the transports should pass up
and troops be landed on each side (taking immediately proper precau-
tions to prevent being flooded by the levees being cut above), and the
two works at least partially invested by skirmishers, to whom the
levees would furnish great facilities. '

In sketching out an operation of this character it is useless to attempt
to mark out beforechand that which must take its shape from the cir-
cumstances of the moment. If this naval operation can be made
successful I can conceive the possibility, by a prompt display of land
force and menace of assault, of ~btaining an immediate surrender of
Fort St. Philip. This possibility would be founded upon the demor-
alization produced by the naval assault—the men beirag driven from
runs and unable to return to them, large numbers killed and wounded.

n the absence of any bombfproof (or fireproof) shelter, a momentary
refuge for a small portion of the garrison might be found under the
relieving arches OF)the land fronts; but they are so contracted, so
wet and close, that men could not stay in them long. The fact is
that the only quarters is a very large pine building, which would
probably be fired by shells, and during its burning make the service
of guns in any part of the main work impracticable.

It may be remarked, too, that the permanent magazines of the work
and external batteries (the only masonry and bombproof buildings
there are) would not hold more than 700 or 800 barrels of powder
stowed in bulk (not mnuch over 100 rounds of the supposed armaments);
that there are no filling rooms, etc. ; that there were no other storerooms
for provisions or other stores than the wooden building mentioned.

I can conceive it, therefore, possible that the garrison might sur-
render merely from the effects of the cannonade, accompanied with
pre{mmtions for landing and assault, _

Should it not do so the landing must be made, and we may rely upon
the investment and continued cannonade, or we may assault.

A light field gun would destroy the drawbridge and gates on the
southwest front, and then skirmishers would advance to keep down
any fire from the parapets. A few planks thrown over the drawbridge
gaf) would complete a bridge.

n previous pages I stated that the ditches had 6 feet of water in
-them. So they had, but 1 am told by Lieutenant Weitzel that they
have since filled up very much; that there is not more than 4 feet now.

They are narrow, varying from 30 to 40 feet. A few guns from
land batteries at a distance will see enough of the walls to bring them
down (partly filling the ditch), and facines thrown in would do the rest.
The fleet, as before said, might breach the river-front walls, etc.
Whether the work is taken by one or the other of these means it can
not hold out long.

This work taken, its guns and the batteries, we would speedily estabh-
lish on the river banks below, would enfilade every barbette battery of
Fort Jackson, and breach the curtain and flanks of the two water fronts.
Our mortar vessels would shower shells upon it and our fleet and land
forces would cut off all supplies. (This work, like St. Philip, had not
magazine room enough for more than 100 rounds of powder in barrels,
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and.it would be diflicult to find room in other casemates without destroy-
in%their efliciency as gun rooms.) ; '

y one means or another the work must soon surrender, and with
its surrender New Orleans and Louisiana full. The Valley of the Mis-
sissippi is conquered. '

I took up this subject, not foreseeing the conclusions that it would
lead to in my mind. If those conclusions are correct, there is no oper-
ation the Government can undertake which promises so important
results. And, moreover, these results can not Y)e fully obtained with-
out this capture.

To reach New Orleans from St. Louis implies the conquest of the
whole valley down; or, in other words, it implies almost the complete
triumph of our arms everywhere,

To capture New Orleans from the mouth is, without waiting any such
problematical result, to take a great stride toward obtaining complete
triumph for our arms. '

But to pass these works merely with a fleet and appear before New
Orleans is merely a raid, no capture. New Orleans and the river can
not be held until communications are perfectly established. They are
moroe easily and more perfectly established by the mouths of the river
than by the lakes. .

The avenues from the lakes can only be reached by light craft, and
these are mere bayous through swamps and narrow defiles, along
canals easily obstructed, easily defended; and, moreover, these avenues
are now all permanently fortified,

The operations against the forts is recommended by the probability
that it is not likely they have expected an attempt of this kind.

The prevailing idea with the defenders robagly hag been and is to
prevent the passage of vessels, not so much to defend themselves.

In this project everything depends on the success of the naval part
of the plan. Can the Navy do what I assign it? If not with actual
means, ¢an it by special preparations, which will not occupy more than
a couple of months?

What has been done to these works by Confederates is not known to
me, but I should think that the blockading fleet might ascertain with
much certainty.

Should there be anything in this memoir worthy of being acted
upon, I should desire its submission to the general in chief and to
General Totten, Chief Engineer, U. S. Army, whose thorough acquaint-
ance with these works and great experience would make his counsel
very desirable.

If the attack is determined upon it would be desirable, if possible,
to avoid any retarding preparations, but to collect the squadron and,
land force at once from means now available.

Respectfully submitted.
J. G. BARNARD,

Brigadier- General and Chief Engineer, Army of Potomac.

P. S.—Two sheets of drawings* accompany this paper, copied from
ma&s in the archives of the Engineer Department. .

henever the use ceases, these and whatever copies may be taken

should be returned by whomsoever possesses them to the Engineer

Department.

*Not found.
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N. B.- The operations indicated in this memoir should be preceded
by a bombardment from the water vessels and XI and IX inch guns
mainly upon Fort Jackson. It should be kept up twenty-four hours
(if the work does not surrender before that time, which it is quite

likely to do) without intermission. ‘
J. G. BARNARD.

Order of the Secretury of the Nawvy to Aeting Lieutenant Woodworth,
0. 8. Navy, conmanding . S. S. John P. Jackson, to proceed to

duty in the Mortar Flotilla.

Navy DuprArRTMENT, February 10, 1862.

Sti: The moment the U. 8. S, Jon 1. Jackson is ready for sea pro-
ceed with her with all possible dispatch to Key West, Fla., and report
to Commander D. D). Porter for duty as a part of the bonb. flotilla
under his command. '

Transmit to the Department hefore sailing from New York a muster
roll of the crew and a separate list of the officers of the Jokn I
Jackson.

Lam, respectfully, your obedient servant.
GivroN WELLES.
Acting Licutenant S. K. Woobpworrth,
Commanding /. S, S. John I Jackson, New York.

Order of the Sceretury of the Navy to Licutenant Wainwright, U. S.
Nuwvy, commanding U, S, S, flarvict Lane, to proceed to duty in the
Movtar I'lotilla.

Navy DEPARTMENT, February 10, 1862.
Sir: You will proceed with all practicable dispateh with the Harriet

Lane to Key West, touching at Havana for the purpose of delivering

the accompanying letter to the U. S. consul-general at that port. On

your arrival at Key West you will report for duty in the bomb flotilla
under the orders of Commander D. D. Porter.

Transmit to the Department hefore sailing from Washington a mus-
ter roll of the erew and a separate list of the officers of the Harriet
j/ﬂ‘))/'. ,
[ am, respectfully, vour obedient servant,

(iitbroN WELLES.
Licutenant J. M. WaiNnwricnr,
Commanding 1. S. 8. Harviet Lane, Washington, 1. C.
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Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to Commandear Porter, U. S. Navy,
grving List of wessels comprising the Mortar Flotilla.

Navy DerarRT™MENT, February 10, 1862.
Sir: The following vessels compose the bomb flotilla, and are placed

under your orders, viz:
Nailing vessels.

Name of vessel, Commanding officer, Ordered.
BCHOONERS,
1862,
Adolph Hugel, [Philadelphia]........ Acting Master H, B, JenckBuuveeenvnerieinnnnnnnnnn. Jan, 18
Geo. Mangham, [Philadelphin] ....... Acting Master John Collins ...........c..oovvnnnn.... Jan, 18
T.A - Ward...........ooo Lt Lieutenant W. W.Queen .........ccoovvnvininnnnn... Jan. 18
C. P, Willlams................ ...| Acting Master A, R, Langthorne .................... Jan. 18
Johu Griffith . Acting Master H. Brown .........c.ccvvivunvnnennnn.. Jan, 18
Racer........... Acting Master A, Phinney.................oeaeee. Jan, 21
Matthew Vassar Acting Master I, H, Savage.. Jan. 24
Sophronia...... Acting Master J, A, Darling.... Jan. 29
Arletta..... Acting Master Thos. E. Smith .. Jan, 29
Orvetta........... Acting Master F, E, Blanchard. Jan. 28
Sidney C. Jones ...... .| Acting Master Robt. Adams.... Jan. 29
Henry Janes.......... cevneen...| Acting Master L. W. Pennington . Jan. 81
DanSmith .............. ... .. ... Acting Mnster Geo. W, Brown...... Jan, 31
Sarah Bruen .................coeen.... Acting Master A. Christian............. .. Feb, 1
PArR ..o e Acting Master G. N, Hood ........................... Feb, 1
Maria J, Carlton ...................... Acting Master C. E. Jack .....c.ocoiiiviiiininnnn.... Feb. 1
Norfolk Packet...........ooovvena.... Lieutenant Watson Smith ........................... Keb, 3
Oliver H. Iee..........oovevvnnenn... Acting Master W. Godfrey...........ccoovvvvvnnenen. Feb, 3
Willlam Bacon ........................ Acting Master W, P, Rogers ......cocovvienninnnn.. Feb, §
BARKS,
Horace Beals ............. .| Licutenant K. R, Breese.........oooiiiiiiiiinenna, Feb., 3
A.Houghton..................ooeaee. Acting Master Newell Graham ... iivieieiennas Feb. 10
BRIG
SBea Foam ...ooiiiiiiiinnenninnnnnn.. Acting Master H. 1 Willllnms ..o iiiiennnnnnn. Jan, 24
Steamers.,

Westfleld .o iiviieiiiiiiieiiieinanen., Commander W, B. Renshaw..... ..... teeesireinaae. Jan, 81
(67111733 1 S Acting Lieutenant C. H. Baldwin................... Jan, 31
John P, Jackson....................... Acting Lieutenant 8. E. Woodworth ................ Jan. 10
OWRBCO . e ot eeteeeeeanneeeenenennnsnnens LientenantJohn Guest .............. ... ...l Jan, 21
Miami. [Philadelphia) ................ Lientenant A. D Harrell ......oooooiiiiiiia.... Feb, &
Harriet Lane, (Washington, D, C.]....| LicutenantJ. M. Wainwright ....................... Feb. 10
R.B.FOrbes. oiiiiiiiiinaeinnnnnanen Acting Voluntcer Lieutenant Wm, Flye............. Jan, 31

The steamer Octorara, at New York, has been selected for your
immediate command and will be dispatched to you as soon as she can
be got ready.

1\%0.% of the bombh vessels heing on their way to Key West, you will
proceed to Washington and take passage in the steamer Harrict Lane
with Lieutenant Commanding Wainwright, who has orders to procee(i
to that port with all practicable dispatch, touching at Havana,

So soon as you can collect your vessels together at Key West you
will join Flag-Officer Farragut at Ship Tsland, to whom you will report
for duty with the flotilla under your command.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLES.
Commander D, D. PoORTER,

Commanding Bomb Flotilla, New York.

NoTte.—The above-mentioned vessels, excepting Ilarriet Lane,
wmi, Adolph llhgel, and George Mangham, sailed from New York.
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The Clifton and K. B. Forbes collided, and the latter was beached
near Nag’s Head, North Carolina. The Clifton, J. P. Jackson, and
Miamz were sent to Baltimore for repairs. The Mortar Flotilla sailed
from Key West March 6, and was towed across the bar at Pass 4
POutre March 18, 1862.—CoMPILER. |

List of vessels of the Mortar Flotille and their armament.

Name. Armament.
Norfolk Packet........ 1 XIII-inch mortar, 2 32-pdrs., 2 12-pdr. howitzers of 750 1bs.
Oliver H. Lee....._... 1 X1lI-iuch mortar, 2 32-pdrs. 67 cwt.
Para ...l Do.
C. P. Williams........ Do.
Arletta............... Do.
William Bacon.... .... Do.
Sophronia......._.... Do.
T. A . Ward........... Do.
Sidney C. Jones....... Do.
Matthew Vasgar. .. __.. Do.
Maria J. Carlton ...... 1 XTIT-inch mortar, 2 12-pdr. rifled howitzers.
Orvetta............... Do.
Adolph Hugel .._...... Do.
George Mangham ..... Do. f
Horace Beals ... .....1 232-pdrs., 1 30-pdr. Parrott.
John Griftith ._..___.. 1 XIII-inch mortar, 2 32-pdrs., 2 12-pdr. rifled howitzers.
Sarah Bruen.......... Do.
Racer ................ Do.
Sea Foam............. Do.
Henry Janes.......... Do. .
Dan Smith ....... .... 1 X1I-inch mortar, 2 12-pdr. boat howitzers of 750 1bs.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Superintendent of the
Coast Su,)'),'%, authorizing the purchase of telegrophic outfit for the
West Ghulf’ Blockading Squadron.

Navy DEPARTMENT, Zebruary 11, 1862.
You are hereby authorvized to purchase, for the use of the squadron
under command of Flag-Ofticer D. G. Farragut, 5 miles of telegraphic
wires for submerged purposes, with necessary insulators if otﬁerwise
used, together with the batteries, and also to employ an operator at
the usual rate of compensation. :
Respectfully, GipeoN WELLES.

Professor A. D). BAcHE,
Superintendent Coast Survey.

Order of the Sew’etarzz/[qf the Navy to Lieutenant Wainwright, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Harriet Lane, modifying sailvng <nstruc-
tions.

NavY DEPARTMENT, February 11, 1862.
Sir: Your sailing instructions of the 10th instant are so far modified
that you will touch’ at Port Royal, S. C., on your passage to Key
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West, delivering the accompanying communications to Flag-Officer

Du Pont.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIipEON WELLES.
Lieutenant Commanding J. M. WAINWRIGHT,

Comdy. U. S. S. Harret Lane, Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to various commanding officers to
report with thevr vessels for duty in the Mortar Flotdla.

Navy DEPARTMENT, February 12, 1862.

Sir: Proceed with the U. S. S. Clifton with all practicable dispatch
to Key West, Fla., and report for duty in the bomb flotilla.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.
Acting Lieutenant C. H. BaLpwin,

Commanding U. S. 8. Clifton, New York.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wu. FLYE,

Comdg. U. 8. S. B. B. Forbes, Mutatis Mutandis, New York.

Commander W. B. RENsHAw, ' _
Comdyg. U. 8. S. Westficld, Mutatis Mutandis, New York.

Order of the Secretary of the Nuvy to Lieutenant Brown, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S.” 8. Octorara, to report with that wvessel to Com-
mander Porter, U. S. Navy.

Navy DEPARTMENT, February 18, 1862.

Sir: As soon as the U. S. S. Octorara is ready for sea, proceed in
her with all dispatch to the Grulf of Mexico and deliver her.to Com-
1{1):11nd(i3r D. D. Porter, who will be found either at Key West or Ship
Asianda.

Transmit to the Department before sailing from New York a muster
roll of the crew and a scparate list of the officers of the Octorara.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GioroN WELLEs.
Lieutenant Gro. Brown, U. S. Navy,

U. 8. 8. Octorara, New York.

Report of Flay-Officer Furragut, U. 8. Navy, annowncing his arrival
at Key West, I'la.

U. S. S. HArTFORD,
HKey West, February 12, 1862.

Sir: T have to report my safe arrival at this i)ort yesterday after a
K&ssage of nine days, including the stoppage at Port RO{?]; generally
ead winds, but no very heavy weather. 1found here the U. S. steamers
FPensacola and Santiago de Cuba and six of the bomb vessels of Com-
mander Porter’s command. I shall commence coaling to-morrow and
then proceed to Havana, and thence to Ship Island, to assume my
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command. [ regret to learn from the officers that some of the gun-
hoats are sadly in want of repairs, and it is thought will have to he
sent north, and Lam further informed that there is not a vessel attached
to my command that can do good service in the shallow waters, 1can
not be too urgent for stcamers of less than 6 feet draft. 1 would then
hope very soon to render a good account of the ports east and west of
the Delta of the Mississippi. I expect to be ready to commence any
heavy work the moment Commander Porter reports his command
ready. This ship’s crew are perhaps the most ineflicient, but I hope
that Commander Wainwright will get them in condition to do good
service by the time the mortar vessels are ready; both the commander
and his oflicers are doing their utmost, and a short time will accom-
plish much under good instruction. '

I would respectfully suggest that, when a permanent store or hospital
ship is sent out to me, a few of the most useful tools, turning lathes,
forges, ete., might be sent out in her, as many light repairs to the
machinery of the steamers could be made on hoard of them.

The 7’ensacola, on her way out, ran on Carysfort Reef, where she
remained three days, but fortunately got off without injury, exceptin
small matters connected with the engines, all of which are now heing
repaired, and she will be ready to sail in two weeks for Ship Island;
for particulars of which you are respectfully referred to Captain
Morris’s report.

With respect, | remain your obedient servant,
D. GG. FArracur,
Ilag- Officer Western (Mulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GibeoN WeLLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Leport of Ilay- Oficer Favragut, U, S. Navy, requesting to be furnished
with light-draft steamers.

U. S. 5. HARTFORD,
Koy West, February 12, 1862,

Sik: If the Departinent would procure and send me two or three
steamers of light draft, not to draw over 5 feet of water (and as much
less as they please), to he able to carry one or two of Parrott’s rifled
20-pound guns, they would he of incalculable service tome in my con-
templated operations. There are several places where not more than
5 feet can be earried at any time, and zo we have no means of getting
at them without a towboat of such light draft.

I am told by Captain Bell, who has made the enquiry, that such
vessels are rare, if they can be had at all, in New York, but I think
they might be at or near Philadelphia. Captain Bell also informs me
that if the Department could spare me two or three of the following-
named steamers they might be sufliciently reduced to enter the places
most important to me, viz, Sackem, Uncas, Seneca, Madgie, and
Latroon.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
D. G. FArraqur,

Flag- Officer.
Hon. Giprox WELLES, »
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1). C.
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Letter from a citizen of New York, at Havana, to the Secretary of the
Navy, calling attention to the operations of trading vessels at that
port. - '

Havana, February 15, 1862.
Drar Sik: I desire to call your particular attention to the large

number of steamers and other vessels that arrive here from Southern

ports, mostly from New Orleans.

They bring cargoes of cotton, rice, turpentine, etc., and in return
take arms, ammunition, provisions of every description, which are
furnished principally by English houses here, who import the same.

I am of the opinion that the great bulk of the rebels’ supplies are
drawn from this port, and would respectfully suggest that several very
fleet and light-draft steamers be put on the lookout for these traders.
There have been, since the blockade was declared, over 70 vessels here
from the South.

With great respect, your obedient servant.
C. Tiers Mykks,
Of New York.

Hon. GipeoN WELLEs,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter  from Flag-Officer Fuarragut, U. S. Navy, to the Chicf of
Burcaw of Ordnance, regarding the need of ordnance supplics for his
command.

U. S. S. HarTFORD,
Havana, February —, 1862,

Dear Sir: I received all the shrapnel and grapeshot you sent to For-
tress Monroe for the ships; also 50 XI-inch shells. I hope you are
still going to send the large quantity of ordnance stores and munitions
down to the Tortugas forus. We expect to make good use of them, but
will certainly require a great quantity, shell or otherwise. So soon
as I commence my operations, I shall send over to Tortugas for as
much as I can take proper care of. The Tortugas is too far off to
supply ourselves quickly, and when we once_begin we must keep on,
and to send 400 miles for munitions of war will not do, therefore I will
ry and keep them close at hand.

Very truly, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,

Ilag- Officenr,

Captain A. A. Harwoob, o
Chief of Bureav of Ordnance, Washington, D. (.

Report of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. Navy, requesting wuthority to
secure the services of condemned prize vessels jfor his command.
U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Havana, February 16, 1862.
Sir: While at Key West I had a conversation with Judge Marvin
in relation to some of the prize vessels, which might be very service-
able on the blockade. The only difliculty appears to he the manner in
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which the valuc of the vessel is to he secured to the captors and the
Government. The judge is anxious that we shall have the vessels,
but wants authority from some source to sccure that end. Thero is a
schooner, Beaurequrd, taken as a privateer by the pbark Anderson, with
a rifled gun; another little schooner, Fashion, of Cedar Keys, only
about 4-feet draft, would be very serviceable in sounding out channels,
etc., and the latter will not sell for more than $500 or $600, they think.
Will the honorable Secretary inform me how I can get these vessels
when I think they can be useful (and there is no doubt of their con-
demnation), or even if I have to await their condemnation ¢
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,
Flay- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GibeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D). (.

[Endorsement.]

If the privateers captured and sent to Key West are condemned, the
Government can purchase.
W.

Leport of Flag-Officer Farvagut, U. S. Navy, announcing arrival at
Havana, Cuba, and advising measures for vestricting trade with that
place.
U. S. S. HarTrorp,
Havana, February 17, 1862,

Sir: At Key West 1 took in my coal with all possible dispatch, and
sailed for this place on the morning of the 15th and arrived here in
the evening. I left at that place the /ensacola, Captain Morris, and
eight of the bomb vessels of Commander Porter’s command; also sev-
eral small prizes to Flag-Ofticer McKean’s squadron. I was gratified
to learn that they had captured the Jokn Barbour, one of the vessels
in the list of our consul at London, and two of the other prizes are
supposed to have portions of cargo of steamer Gludiutor.

3ut 1 regret to learn from our consul here that small vessels loaded

with cotton still continue to arrive at this port. Onc arrived last
evening, said to be from Mobile; and depend upon it, sir, there is but
one way to stop it, which is by having vessels of light draft and send-
ing up the rivers and capturing the vessels and the cotton in the
rivers; a few small steamers, of not over 6 feet draft, will accomplish
much, but to stop it altogether may be impracticable. 'These vessels
are necessarily so small that it takes a great many of them to make
one decent cargo. I am told that they came out through little places
that would not be supposed anything Inrger than a rowboat could pass.

I am much disappointed about the /%ensacola. Her getting on shore
delays us ten or twelve days at least, and 1 have great fears that we
will not he able to get her over the bar, as I am t,oldgby Captain Morris
that she drew 16 feet 6 inches before she took in anyvthing but her
water; but if she is to be gotten in, she shall be.

Mr. Shufeldt was very anxious for me to remain here a day, as he
considered it would have a good effect upon the authorities, with whom
he has had a little correspondence in reference to some alleged diffi-
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culty between one of the boat’s ¢crews of Commander Ridgely and a
secession vessel, in which the governor-general took the liberty of
using harsh language, amounting to a threat, in case of recurrence;
but as he has not replied to Mr. Shufeldt’s last communication, in
which the whole matter is denied by Commander Ridgely as a base
fabbrication, the subject has not yet been referred to the (Government
at home.

There was also a leak in one of my boilers, which occurred yester-
day morning while moving the ship up the harbor, that rendered it
necessary to work continually on it up to the moment of departure,
which will be at 5 p. m., for Ship Island.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FaArraGur,
Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GipeoNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Licport of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, regarding general mat-
ters pertaining to his command.

No. 11.] U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Havana, February —, 1862.

Dear Sir: Looking over my charts and the work before me, and
learning the difficulties with the captains of the chartered vessels, it
suggested itself to me that if the Bureau could make their charters
with the parties to deliver coal and other stores at Ship Island, or such
other place in the neighborhood as the flag-officer of the Western Gulf
Blockading Squadron may direct, it would save much trouble and
great expense to the Government. :

You will perceive how much nearer the mouths of the Mississippi
the Isle au Breton is than Ship Island—the latter 60 and the former
about 15 miles.

The anchorage (my Coast-Survey assistant informs me) is good and
safe at Isle [au] Breton. This would give me great facility in supply-
ing the vessels at the mouths of the river, while Ship Island would be
better for other operations to the eastward. 'This, and the small
steamers of light draft, not over 5 feet, are next my heart and give
me most anxiety.

Captain Bell tells me that he left at New York the Sachem, Uncas,
Seneca, Madgie, Patroon, and Victoria. They would all be of infinite
service to me, but two of the lighter draft would be and are almost
indispensable. 4

The Tortugas is too distant to have my munitions of war when I
commence operations, and until I get a house 1 shall put them into one
of the vessels, which will answer a better purpose.

You are pleased that I “‘expressed myself satisfied with the force I
had to accomplish my work.” I beg you to understand that that
observation did not allude to the blockuade of the coast, but to a specific
work. I tind that I have 15 sailing vessels and will have to put them
all on the blockade, and you are well aware that they are very ineffi-
cient guards against steamers in calm weather, but I promise to do
the best I can with them. I will place them to the best advantage
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and make them lie there until relicved. I can also use some of these
sailing vessels, and will do so wherever they can he advantageously
brought in.

1 hope to realize your expectations, as well as my own, but I know
that there are many difficulties to he met and wish to anticipate them
as far as possible. One of the greatest on the Southern coast is the
shallow water we have to operate in, and by having vessels of light
draft they can almost invariably be circumvented. %)u Pont is doing
it now, and I can cut off nearly every fort along the coast from their
suq)lies by vessels of less than 6 feet draft.

Medical officers and mechanics arc also much needed to insure
success. The small steamers, Du Pont informs me, are constantly
getting out of order, and I fear our workmen are few and not of the
hest, so 1 trust you will do the best you can for me in all these par-
ticulars, and bhelieve me, '

Very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,
Flag- Officer.

G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Captain Bailey, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant De Haven, U. S
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Calhoun, to eruise for two days off the
coast of Loutstana.

. S. S. Cororavo,
of South West Pass, Mississippe River,
February 18, 1562.

Sir: I have manned and armed the prize steamer Culloun as a tender
to this ship and placed you in command. Youare directed to proceed
on a two days’ cruise on the coast of Louisiana, first proceeding off
the entrance of Barataria Bay and afterwards east and south of %hip
Island Shoals.

Should you fall in with the De Soto you will ask Commander Walker
to put on board of you the six men belonging to this ship and hand him
the accompanying letter. 1 send by you the mail for the gunboat
Hulteras, in case you communicate with her. Should you take a prize,
you will secure the log book and all papers found on board and bring
her to this anchorage for examination, being particularly careful that
no spoliation of eflects found on board take place by the boarding
party or others under your command. I necessarily leave you large
discretion as to your movements. You will strike at and capture tge
enemy’s vessels and commerce, should you have an opportunity, and
return to this anchorage at the end of the time allotted, unless the
chase of a suspicious sail prevents,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
T, BAILEY,
Captain.
Licutenant .. E. Dk Haven,
U. 8. S, Calhown.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Nawy to Flag- Officer Farragut,U. 8.
Navy, giving information regarding the reported movements of
steamer Victoria.

Navy DeparRTMENT, February 19, 1862.

Sir: The Department learns from a private source, deemed reliable,
that a steamer called the Victorie is now being fitted out at New Orleans
for privateering purposes.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLES.
Flag-Ofticer D. G. Farracur,

Conmimanding West Gulf’ Blockading Squadron, Ship Island.

Report of Lieutenant Guest, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Owasco, announcing the arrival of that vessel at Key West, Fla.

U. 5. S. Owasco,
. ey West, February 19, 1862.

1 have to report that I left New York with the Owasco on the 5th
instant, in obedience to your order of the 3d February.

On my passage out I fell in with the Saral Bruen, bomb schooner,
outside of New York, and with the Orvelta in the Providence Channel.
Neither of these vessels required any assistance. 'The Orvetta, havin
a fair wind, kept me in sight through the whole channel, although Fi'
was using steam and sail and making my best speed.

I arrived here on the morning of the 15th, havin{;l anchored for one
night at the Hole in the Wall, as I desired to pass through the channel
in the daytime, lest I should miss seeing the bomb vessels,

On my arrival I found nine of the bomb flotilla here under charge
of Licutenant Commanding Queen, of the second division. Up to this
date five more have urrivea, making the whole number now here four-
teen. ‘They are all in excellent condition. I mention thus much to
reliecve any anxiety the Department may feel with regard to the
flotilla, but I do not enter into detail, as I suppose Commander Porter
would prefer making his own report. I am in temporary charge of
the flotilla by Commander Porter’s orders.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: JouN GUEsT,
Lieutenant, Conomanding U. 8. 8. Owasco.

Hon. Gipeon WEeLLES, _
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, . C.

Beport of Flag-Officer Farragut, 1. S. Navy, announcing his arrival
at Shep Island, Miss., and the impaired condition of the vessels
there.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship Island, February 21, 1862.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report my arrival at this place on the after-
noon of the 20th, where I found Flag-Officer McKean and the steamers
Montgomery, South Carolina, and Sciota, all of which are so disabled in

N W R—voL 18——3
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their machinery as to be unable to move for some time. The Hunts-
ville, the flag-officer informs me, is in a like condition, and that he has
already so reported them to the Department. He further represents the
most of the absent steamers as requiring more or less repairs. The
Colorado requires her mainmast to be taken out, but as 1 only await the
arrival of the ‘“bombards” and the Richmond and Pensacola, 1 shall
not send any of the vessels home for repairs until after my first work
is decided for better or worse. I will try and get together four of the
gunboats to enfilade Fort St. Philip, and Witﬁr the bombs and other
vessels I hope to accomplish the great end of my first expedition.

I can not be too urgent for the coal, as there are but about 400 tons at
present on hand here and scarcely as much at Key West, and several
of the vessels require replenishing. 1 trust the Department will bear
in mind my application for some machinery in the way of tools for
the repairs of engines to be placed on board the vessel now fitting for
our hospital storeship.

\})ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,

Llag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GibroN WELLES, ‘
Sceretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

Letter from Ilag-Officer Fuarragut, U. S. Nawy, to the Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy, regarding condition of affairs discovered on arrival
at Ship Island, Miss.

U. S. S. HARTFrORD,

Ship Island, February 22, 1862.

Dear Sir: I am happy to inform you that I have at last arrived at
Ship Island, but regret to say that neither the Pensacola nor Richmond
are here yet, and Flag-Oficer McKean gives me a miserable account
of the condition of the few vessels now on the station required for my
operations. 1 apprehend that much of the destruction of the boilers
and machinery of the steamers must arise from the young and inex-
perienced enginecrs. The boilers are burned out and the machinery
roughed up, from which I judge that the water was not watched nor
the rods and bearings kept well oiled, but I.shall keep all the vessels
iln}as good condition as my means will allow until 1 have mude my
debut. ‘

1 go down to the mouth of the Mississippi to-morrow, when 1 shall
order the Brovklyn and one or two of the gunboats up to the Head of
the Passes, and that will release some of the vessels from outside
blockading and enable me to call in those vessels which I deem most
necessary for my first movements, which will be made as soon as
Commander Porter and the captains of the Pensacola and Richmond
report themselves. I did intend to undertake Fort Livingston in the
meantime, but I find the vessels so scattered, and the necessities to
keep their stations so great, that I have deferred it to a more conven-
ient season.

I remain, truly and respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farragur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

G. V. Fox, Esq., : ‘ ,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C,
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Order of Flag-Officer Farragut,U. S. Navy, to Captain Bailey, U. 8.
Navy, to cooperate with Coast-Survey officials in guoyz’ng South West
Pass and Pass & I Qutre.

| U. S. S. HARTFORD,

Ship Island, February 22, 1862.

Sir: 1 have sent Mr. Halter, one of the assistants of the Coast
Survey, to sound out and buoy thé bar of the South West Pass and
Pass & ’Outre, and 1 wish you to afford him all the assistance you can.
I also send Captains Craven and Stellwagen orders to run their ships
up the Head of the Passes and lie there until further orders. If there
is any other vessel that can pass the bar, send her up also.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FArraaurT,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain T. BaiLEy,
0. 8. 8. Colorado.

P.S.—I hoFe to be off the South West [Pass] in a day or two, and
may stop at Isle au Breton to make some little preparations for my

work.
D. G. F.

Order of Flag- Officer Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Craven, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Brooklyn, to proceed to the IHead of
Passes and cut off telegraphic communication with New Orleans.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship Island, February 22, 1862.

Sir: I herewith send an assistant of the Coast Survey to sound out
and buoy the bar of the South West P’ass and Pass 4 ’Outre.

You will pass up the Mississippi to the Head of Passes, seize the
telegraphic operator and his apparatus, cut the wires, and effectually
cut off the communication with %ew Orleans. Take all the pilots also
and send them to this island. Take with you all the vessels blockading
the mouths of the Mississippi that can enter. Anchor close to the
shore, keep all ready for action, and take every precaution against
surprise, but keep your position until further orders from me. = Send
down your topgallant mnasts and keep a lookout during the day from
the topmast head, and at night send the gunboat at least 1 mile higher
up the river with rockets to give you notice of the at:ippma,ch of the
enemy’s vessels. Let her have lines with a hook ready to take a fire
ship or other annoyance in tow, and tow it off into the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FArraaur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain Taos. [T.] CRAVEN,
Commanding U. S. S. Brooklyn.

P. S.—The name of the telegraphic opérator is Bohn. His station

is on the left bank of the Mississippi going up, opposito Cubli)tt’a h(il‘xse.
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Report of Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, regarding an exchange
? of certain vessels between the two Cgulfgggua%. "
U. S. S. Hartrorp,
Ship lsland, February 22, 1862%.
Sir: In consequence of the remote positions of certain vessels in the
squadron of Flag-Ofticer McKean, we have determined, in conformity
with the directions of the Department, to exchange them, their qualities
heing such as not to interfere with the great object in view, They are
as follows, viz:

Western Gulf Eastern Gulf A
Squadron. S8quadron. -

Midnight  for Ethan Allen.

Preble for J. 1. Davis,

Montgomery for R. R. Cuyler.
New London.

The last-named vessel being absolutely necessary to command the
inland passage, and Lieutenant-Commander Read having made her such
a terror to the Confederates in this quarter, Flag-Officer McKean and
myself determined that justice to the service required me to keep her,
and I will hereafter give him some other vessel in her stead.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraaur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report. of Captain Renshaw, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8.
lestfield, regarding the immediate departure of that vessel for Key
West, in obedience to Department’s oraﬁn
U. S. 8. WESTFIELD,
Off Staten Island, February 22, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that 1 will proceed to sea at 5
o’clock this afternoon, in company with the U. S. steamers Clgfton,
Jackson, and Forbes, and proceed with all dispatch to Key West,
agmoubiy to your instructions.
I have also the honor to herewith forward a muster roll of my crew

and a correct list of officers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. RENsHAW,

Captain, U. S. Navy.

Hon. GiprEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant Lowry,
Navy, to assume command of the U. S. S. Montgomery on

blockade duty off South West Pass.
U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Shkip Island, February 23, 1562.

Sir: You are hereby apﬁointed to command the U. S. S. Montgom-
ery, and on her arrival at the mouth of the Mississippi you will assume
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your duties on board of her and repair to the South West Pass and
assume the blockade in place of the Zoanoke.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraaur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant R. B. Lowgry,
U. 8. 8. Brooklyn.

Order of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. Nawy, to Lieutenant Donald-
son, U. 8 ZE‘(’/a/v , commanding U 8. 8. Sciota. :
U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship lsland, February 23, 1862.

Sir: During my absence you will take charge of everything in the
harbor and have a careful eye to the interests of the Government in

pursuir{g everything to the best of d).rour ability.
i

ery respectfully, your obedient servant
’ D, G. FARrraGuUT,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain Epwarp DoNALDsON, -
Commanding U. S. 8. Sciota.

Order of the Secretary of the Nawy to Flag- Qficer Farragut, U. S.
Nawy, regarding the addition of seventeen gunboats to lis command.

Navy DepARTMENT, February 24, 1862.

Sir: Your two dispatches of the 12th instant have been received.
The lightest draft vessels obtainable, as Commander Bell will inform
’);ou, are those selected by him in New York, drawing on an average

4+ feet of water. These vessels are totally unfit to attack the enemy’s
works, from the exposure of their boilers and machinery, and there-
fore will not be sent to you. The Department has, however, ordered
17 of the 23 gunboats authorized by Congress to report for your
squadron, and the last one sails in the course of this week. The
Oneida, Wachusett, and Dacotah sail before the first of March. The
Kensington, supply and water steamer, leaves in a few days; also a
ship, chartered by the month, loaded with ordnance stores. A large
quantity of coal has also been sent down under charter to be delivered
where you may require it and allowing a month’s detention.

The Department does not desire you to attempt the main object of
your mijssion unless you are well prepared and have every con dence
in being successful.” Many more vessels have been added to your
squadron than was thought could be got ready when you were in
Washington. The importance of your undertaking required this
effort on the part of the Department.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLES.
Flag-Officer D. G. FarraGurT,

Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Skip Island.
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Order of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Commander Swart-
wout, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. ship Portsmouth, for the
oceupation of Brazos Santiago, Tex. -

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship lsland, February 2}, 1862.

Str: On the first fine day for the purpose you will land a purty in
your hoats with the howitzers and take posscssion of the point of land
which best commands the entrance to Brazos Santiago. If there
should be some temporary earthworks thrown up by the Confederates,
and you can get near enough, shell them out, or let me know your
inability to do so, and 1 wil% send a suitable force to do it and take the
place. Once taken, you will run down and communicate with Mr.
Chase, our consul at Tampico, or send the vessel sent to assist you and
learn the best mode of intercepting the trade of the Confederates going
on between that place and Texas.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Commander S. SwArTwouT,
Commanding U. S. Ship FPortsmouth.

Report of Lieutenant Wainwright, U. 8. Nawvy, commanding U. S. 8.

Tarriet Lane, reqarding the seizure by that wvessel of the schooner

Joanna Ward. :

U. S. S. HARrIET LANE,
Off' the Coast of I'lorida, Fhruary 24, 1862.

Sir: T have the honor to inform the Department that at 1 p. m.,
this day, in latitude 80° 23’ N., longitude 80° 21’ W., 1 boarded a
schooner [Joanne Ward) under Spanish colors, and found her to be a
vessel belonging to the so-called Confederate States of America. I
have accordingly seized her as a lawful prize, and, as soon as the nzces-
sury preparations can be made, shall dispatch her to the port of New
York, under the charge of Acting Master’s Mate Charles M. Davis,
with a prize crew of seven men. I have placed in his care the docu-
ments prescribed by the Department, together with all the papers
found on hoard the vessel.

I am, with great respect, your most ohedient servant,
J. M. Wainwrignr,
Lieutenant, Commanding.
Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secrctary of the Nawvy.

LReport of Captain Marston, U. S. Nawvy, senior officer «i Hampton
Roads, reqarding the condition of the U. S. S. Clifton wpon arrivad
at that place.
U. S. S. RoaNOKE,
Hampton Roads, February 26, 1862.

Sir: The U. S. S. Clifton arrived here_this day from New York,
leaking at the rate, even while at anchor, 18 to 20 inches per hour.
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Yesterday morning she came in contact with steamer Forbes in a fog.
This accident, in conjunction with heavy gale of yesterday, is thought
by Lieutenant Commanding Baldwin to ﬁc the cause of her leaking.
I shall order her at once to Baltimore for repairs, at which place
Lieutenant Baldwin will wait your orders,

Very respectfully, your'obedient servant,
JoHN MARSTON,

Captain and Senior Officer.
Hon. GiproNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Nawvy, Washington.

Order of Flag- Officer Farrvagut, U. S. Nawy, to Captain Morris, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pensacola, to join the squadron in the
Mississippr River.

. U. S. S. HARTFORD,

Ship Lsland, February 26, 1862.
Sir: You will repair to the South West Pass of the Mississippi and

report to me if there; but if I am not there, you will find some one of

the squadron who will assist you in passing the bar and joining the
rest of the squadron. '

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _
D. G. Fagrraaur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain H. W. Mogris,
U. 8. 8. Pensacola.

Ordar of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Read,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. New London, t continue his
duty in Missessippi Sound.

U. S. S. Hartrorp,
Ship Island, February 26, 1862.

Sir: You will remain in Mississippi Sound performing the duty
which you have so well performed Eeretofore until further orders
from me,

You will make Ship Island your headquarters for supplies and
information and for t}l)m purpose of communicating with me at the
mouth of the Mississippi, which you will do by every opportunity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farragur,
Flag - Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.
Licutenant Commanding ABNER Rrab,
U 8. 8 New London.



40

WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Stations of wvessels composing the West Gulf' Blockading Squadron

February 26, 1862.

Name l Rank. Station,
Potomac .............. ‘ Capt.L.M. Powell ......ooooiiiiiiininn, Frigate; Vera Cruz.
Santec................. PCupt. HoEarle oo ' Frigate; Galveston.

" Galveston; oftficersand crew borne

on books of Santec.

Portsmouth ........... [ Comde wartwout oo ! Ship; Corpus Christi to Rio
i | . Grande.
Vincennes............. {Lt.Comidg J.Madigan..............L ' Sh}l{sx; South Pass, Mississippi
i ver,
Preble.................i‘ Lt.Comdg. D, A. MeDermut ... ... ' Shl'{); North Enst Pass, Misslssippi
: ver. :
Arthur ... .. ....... ! Actg. MasterJ, W, Kittredge.............. ' Bfg}k;i tiMnmgorda to  Corpus
SNTristl.
Midnlfht .............. LN Do.
Kittatinny ............ Acig. Vol.LLt. G.E.Welch....o.oooo L. Schooner; Sabine Pass.
Marta A.Wood L. e e Schooner; east end Santa Roea
! Island,
hLZET: Y o 4 U] G + Should be at Mobile, supplying
conl ordered to 8hip Island after
: vessels at Plekens and Mobile.
Pampero .............. Actg, Master C.W. Lamson ..., Storeship; Ship Island,
J G RUNN e Key West; coaling.
Ni;ﬁhungnle ....................................................... Coal; Ship Island,
Bohfo ..veeeiiiit Actg Master W.D.Gregory............... Moutl‘lvof Mississippi to longitude
Mississippi............. Comdr, M.Smith ... . Steamer; Fort Plckens,
DeSot................ Comdr. W. M. Walker..................... Steamer; Barataria; has on hoard
extra bread and ordnance stores,
Hatteras............... Comdr,G.F.Emmons .................... Steamer; Berwick Bay.
Colorado .............. Capt.T. Bafley........................... South West Pass, Mississippi River.
Hartford .............. Comdr. R. Wainwright ......... ... ... Serew; ﬂngshll).
Brooklyn.............. Capt. . T.Craven ....................o... Screw; Pass d 'Outre.
Richmond............. Comdr.J. Alden ... ... . ... Serew,
Pensacola ............. Capt. H.W. Morrfs . ... oo Serew; Key West (on her way).
Varunf................ Comdr,C. 8, BOgES ... Serew,
MODEEOMICTY ..o ittt e ie it Screw; Mississippl Sound.
New London .......... Lt.Comdg. A.Read....................... Do.
Sejota ...l Lt.Comdg. E.Donaldson ................. Do,
HMasea ............ T P Serew; off Mobhile,
Wissahickon .......... LUANSmith oL S(flrcw; Petit Bois and Horn Island
TN
D3 (1T o 3 Screw.
Winona ............... Lt.Comdg. E.T.Nichols .................. Sc[r(;w; South East Pass, Mississippl
River. .
Kanawha ..o i it et e Screw; off Mobile.
Kennebee o......o... Lt.Comdg.J. H.Russell .................. Steamer; Missfssippl Passes.
Kivneo ................. Lt.G. M. Ransom ... Do.

Order of Flag-Officer Furragut, U, S. Nav to Captuin Bailey, U. S.
Nuwy, commanding U. 8. S. Colorado, t. procecd to Isle au Breton,
thence to Mobile to relicve the U. S. steamers lasca and Kanawha.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship lland, February 26, 1862.

Sik: You will repair to Isle au Breton and replenish your stores
only so far as may bhe necessary for two months.  You will sceure
your foreyard (as the step of your mainmast appears to be defective)
by lashing a topmast under it as a shore for the purpose of taking the
masts out of such vessels as may he necessary, and should Commander
Porter request it, you will remove the masts of his vessels and let him
deposit them on the island, affording him such assistance as he may
require.

I have directed the storeship Lumpero down to Isle au Breton as
soon as she has supplied Flag-Oficer McKean with his stores, and so
soon a3 you have dismasted the vessels you will repair to Mobile and
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relieve the Jtasca and Kanawha, that they may repair to the mouth
of the Mississippi River as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FArraGuUT,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.
Captain T. BaiLey.

Report of Captain Marston, U. S. Navy, senior officer at Hampton
Roads, Va., reqgarding the arrival of the U. S. S. Jokn P. Jackson
wn crippled condition and the reported grounding of the U. S. S.

2. B. Forbes.*
U. S. S. RoANOKE,
Hampton Roads, February 26, 1862.

Sir: After I had made my report to you yesterday relative to the
Clifton, and had dispatched her to Baltimore, the steamer Join I
Juckson arrived in a crippled condition. Her arrival was too late to
report to you by the mail. Acting Licutenant Commanding Wood-
worth sent me his report to you, and also the report of his engineer,
which you will receive with this. I directed Chief Engineer Loring
to examine the machinery of the /. /2. Juckson, und herewith enclose
his report to me and also a subsequent report from Lieutenant Wood-
worth, he finding his steamer more disabled than he at first supposed.
I have ordered the /. I’ Juckson to Baltimore for repairs, and trust
ny having done so with her, as well as the Clifton, will meet your
ap})rova,l.

~ sincerely regret to inform you that late yesterday afternoon I
received intelligence that the steamer 2. . Forbes was on shore
ahout 25 miles south of Cape Henry. 1 immediately dispatched the
tug Young America to her assistance, and I trust she arrived in time
to do so.

I endeavored to obtain from the quartermaster’s department the
steamer 8. 2. Spawlding, but did not succeed.

The S. B. Spaulding reported seeing the Forbes on shore, with her
colors union down and her foremast gone.

It is possible, before 1 send this off, that something may he heard
from the Zorbes; if so, I shall add it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JornN MARSTON,

Captain and Senior Officer.
Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. (.
P. S.—At the time the Spawlding passed the Forbes the sea was
running tco high to render any assistance.

RBeport of Captain Eagle, U. S. Nawy, commanding U. S. ship San-
tee, reqarding the escape of @ small rever stewmer from Galveston.
U. S. FrioaTi: SANTEE,
o Galveston Bar, Tew., February 27, 1862.
Sir: I respectfully inform you that on the 12th instant, at 4 a. m.
a small river steamer came out from Galveston over the flats and

*For loss of U. 8. 8. R. B. Forbes, see Series 1, vol. 6, pp. 664, 672, 673.
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stood down the coast to the southward and westward. She was
bo,’yond the range of our guns and it was calm at the time.

The schooner gunhoat A7itatinny returned from the southward and
westward on the 22d instant and anchored at 1 p. m. The commander
said he saw the steamer at Velasco and understood that she went
down for a load of salt, intending to bring it to Galveston.

This is the first and only vessel that has escaped the blockade since
this ship anchored off the bar.  You must be aware of the importance
of having a small steamer at this station. At 9 p. m., the 22d instant,
we saw a light to the southward and westward, supposed to be a
ship’s light, and 1 ordered the A7ttatinny to get underway and pro-
ceed in that direction. At daylight the 23d she was close in with the
land and opposite a three-gun battery. Supposing they were about
to fire upon him, her commander was veady to return it, when, at the
battery, they hoisted a white flag and the lone-star flag of Texas.
Horsemen were seen going to town, as if for reinforcements. The
Hittatinny returned to this anchorage at 12 m. and her commander
gave me this information, and stated that the light seen on the night
of the 22d was from a stemmer inside the land.  The schooner gunboat
Rachel Semnan left on the 23d instant to cruise between here and
Velasco, with orders to return on the 28th to meet the supply steamer.
The Aittatinny sailed at 1 p. m. the 23d to resume her station, in
accordance with your instructions. Weare nine men and three marines
short of our complement. Inthe month of May next the term of enlist-
ment of sixty-four of our men will expire.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Henry EacLg,
Captain,
Flag-Officer D. G. Farracur,
Commanding Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Enclosed is a bimensal return of transfers; also of punishments, as
required by the Navy Department; also the surgeon’s monthly report
of weekly average of sick.

1. EacLr,
Captaen.

Report of Comnander Porter, (1. S. Navy, reqarding the arrival at
Key West of the U. S, S. Harriet Lane and mortar schooners.

Kry West, February 28, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Zurrict Lane at
this port, having been obliged to put in for want of coal; she proceeds
to I'uvana this afternoon.  All of the Mortar Flotilla have arrived
without accident, excepting the Nopfolk Pucket, the Oliver 1. Lee, and
the Marie J. Carlton—the latter is overdue.  The Owasco is the only
steamer that hay yet arvived. She is at present cruising between
Tortugas and the reefs to intercept some vessels said to have sailed
with contraband of war from 'huvmm. The dispatches for Flag-
Ofticer Farragut have been forwarded by the Zlchmond. The
appearance and drill of the Mortar Flotilln is very creditable to the

officers in charge.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,
Davip D. PORTER,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. GipeoNn WELLES, ’
Secretary of the Nawvy, Washington, 1. C.
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Report of Commander Porter, U. S. Navy, announcing the arrival at
Key West of all the Mortar Flotilla.

Key West, March 2, 1862,

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of all the Mortar Flotilla.
The Maria J. Carlton carried away her mainmast in a gale off Ca
Hatteras, losing rigging and sails. The captain (Charles E. Jacg
stuck to his work and got her in here with no further accident, an
with her jury mast she is quite able to join company with the flotilla,
which sails to-morrow for ghip Island. None of the steamers belong-
ing to the flotilla has arrived at this port.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _
Davip D. PORTER,

Commanding F'lotdla.

Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Waskington, D. C.

Order of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Captain Selfridge,
0. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8.8, )ﬁssz's&z?ppi, to attempt to cross
the bar at Pass & U Outre.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship Lsland, March 3, 1862.

Sir: .On the receipt of this letter you will repair immediately to the
Pass 4 ’Outre, where you will meet a pilot waiting for you, and if
L)ossible you will cross the bar. Trim your vessel a few inches by the

ead, and use every exertion for lightening heras much as pessible.

I enclose you a copy of general order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,

Flagy-Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain T. O, SELFRIDGE,
U. 8. 8. Mississippe.

Report of Flag- Officer Farrvagut, U. S. ZV(m;/, announcing the arrival
at Ship lsland, Miss., of the U. S. S. Pensacola wn an impaired
condition.

U. S. S. HART¥ORD,
Ship Island, March 3, 1862.

Sik: I have to inform you of the arrival of the Fensacola at this
island, by which vessel I received a letter from Captain Alden, of the
Richmond, by which it appears that he also ran upon Florida Recf,
but got off again without damaging his ship otherwise than by the
loss of part of his false keel, and hoped soon to join me., Captain
Morris, of the Pensacole, 1 am sorry to say, reports his steam engine
in & lamentable condition, and his engineer informed meo that he was in
constant apprehension of its breaking all to pieces, and further stated
that it would take three weeks to repair his damages, and ought to
have six weeks to do it properly. T have therefore determined to run
her down to the river under sail, and if the engines will not perform
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the duty of running her up, and I can get her over the bar, I will tow
her, for I can not dispense with her battery.

As soon as Commander Porterarrives with his gunboats I shall com-
mence operations, but I can not withdraw the vessels from blockade
until that moment, and even then I shall endeavor to avoid taking
more than one or two from their stations without relieving them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FARRrAGuUT,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Renshaw, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8.
{Vméﬁel{/, regarding the eruise of that vessel from New York to Port
Royal, 8. C.

U. S. S. WESTFIELD,
Port Royal, S. C., March 3, 1862.

Str: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place on the
morning of the 28th ultimo, after a passage of five days and twelve
hours from New York, encountering a succession of gales and wind
from N. W. and S. E.| in which the ship sustained so much injury
that I was obliged to make this port for repairs.

During the gale on the night of the 25th ultimo we lost sight of the
Clifton, Forbes, and Jackson. I am making every exertion to prepare
the ship for sea, in order to proceed to Key West, in accordance with
your instructions,

I have also the honor to enclose the report of the surveying ofticers.

Very respectfully, vour ohedient servant,
W. B. RENsHAwW,
Commander, U. §. Navy.
Hon. (vinroN WELLES,
Seerctury of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nawy to Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S.
Navy, forwarding map of channel wround Dauplin Island, Mobile
Buy.

Navy Deravrtsent, March 4, 1862.
Sir: I herewith enclose for your information a map showing the
survey of channel around Dauphin Island and also a plan of Fort

Graines.

Licutenant Weitzel, of the Engineer Corps, who goes out with

General Butler, has a plan of Fort Morgan.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(ripeoN WELLES,
Flag-Oflicer D. G. Farraaur,

Comdy. Western Gulf’ Blockading Squadron, Ship lsland.
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Order of F'lag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Nuvy, to Lieutenant Madigan,
U. 8. Nawvy, commanding U. S. ship Vincennes, to relicve the U. 8. 8.
Mississeppi, at LPensacola, Fla.

' U. S. S. HARTFORD,

_ Shap Island, March 4, 1862.
Sir: On receipt of this you will immediately proceed to Pensacola

and relieve the [)I S. S. Mississippi and direct her to report to me at

the mouth of the Mississippi River.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,
Flag-Officer Western Gulf’ Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding J. MADIGAN,
U. S. Ship Vincennes.

Order of Flag-Officer Farvagut, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant MeDer-
mut, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. ship Preble, to reliene the
(7. 8. 8. ltasca off Mobile.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Stip Island, March 4, 1862.
Str: On the receipt of this you will immediately proceed to Mobile
and relieve the U. § S. Jtasce and send her to the mouth of the Mis-
sissippi River, with directions to report to me.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FArRrAGUT,
Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding D. A, McDggaur,
U. 8. Stip Preble.

Order of Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Captain Alden, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Richmond, to proceed to the mouth of
the Mississippi River.

U. S. S. HArRTFORD,
Shap Island, Muareh 4, 1862.
Sir: You will proceed immediately with your ship to the mouth of
the Missigsippi.  You will find a pilot at Pass a 'Outre, and 1 presume
the South West Pass Bar will be buoyed by the time you get there,
You had hetter touch at Pass & POutre first.
I enclose herewith a copy of general order.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FaArraGUT,
Llag- Officer Western Gaulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain J. ALDEN
U. 8. S. Richmond.
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Letter from Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Commander Porter,
U 8. Navy, naming a rendezvous.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship Island, March 4, 1862.
Sir: You will find me at Pass a POutre or on the Mississippi, anx-
iously awaiting your arrival.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraaur,
Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Commander . D. PorTER,
Commanding Mortar Flotilla.

Order of I'lag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Caldwell,
0. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. [tasca, to report at the mouth of

the Mississippe Rever. _
U. S. S. HARTFORD,

Shep Island, March 5, 1862.

Sir: So soon as the Freble or Colorado arrives off Mobile, you will
repair to the mouth of the Mississippi with all possible dispatch and
report to me. -

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraaur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf’ Blockading Squadron.

[Licutenant C. H. B. CaLpwEeLL,]
Commanding U. S. S. Itasca.

Order of Flag-Officer Farvagd, U. 8. Navy, to Licutenant Febiger,
. S. Navy, commanding . 8. 8. Kanawha, to proceed to the mouth
of the Missesseppe Loiver,

U. S. S. HArtFORD,
Ship Island, March b, 1862.
Sir: So soon as the Preble ov Colorado arrives off Mobile you will
repair to the mouth of the Mississippi with all possible dispatch and
report to me. :
Very respectfully; your obedient servant,
D. . Farraaur,
Flag- Oficer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

[Licutenant J. C. FEBIGER, ] ‘
Commanding . 8. 8. Kanawha.

Leport of I'lag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, reqarding preparations
Jor a dash wp the Mississippr Rwver.
U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Shap Island, March &, 1862.

Drar Sir: The Pensacola arrived here on the 2d, just in time to
escape a severe norther, which has now been blowing for nearly six



WEST GULF BLOOKADING SQUADRON. 47

hours. Had she encountered it, God knows when she would have
arrived. They represent the engines as perfectly worthless. The
engineer is afraid of the lives of his men, and said it would not last an
hour longer; that 1 will test. I have sent Captain Morris down to
the mouth of the river under sail, with orders to get over the bar, if
possible, and gave him a pilot, but I will be there to help him over,
and the moment Captain Porter arrives with his mortar fleet I will
collect my vessels, WHliCh are pretty close around me, and dash up the
river; but I do not wish to make a display before 1 am ready, as I
wish to keep up the delusion that Mobile is the first object of attack.
It the Mississippi can be gotten into the river she will be a great help
in towing the lame ducks, as well as her battery.

I sent on shore at Biloxi the other day and took a great many news-
papers from the Fost-ofh‘ce, dated up to the 25th ultimo, which con-
tained accounts of their defeats at Donaldsonville and the surrender
of Nashville, and there is a great fear of everything at New Orleans,
so that I think they are becoming very much demoralized, and there
could not be a better time for the blow to be struck by us, and
you may depend upon its being done the moment the mortar boats
arrive. .

I will collect all the gunboats within striking distance and replace
them as well as I can by sailing vessels. 1 have directed Captain
Craven, some days since, to take%is station at the Head of the Passes
with the gunboats. I have not heard from there since. I have been
waiting here to repair my damages and for the National Guard, that
had my two IX-inch guns on board, and she and the Pensuacola arrived
the same day. We took the guns in and exchanged the XI-inch gun
of the lensacola for one of the Niagara’s. Flag-Officer McKean has
sent the FPotomac to Vera Cruz, which disappointed me in making her
useful in this emergency, for I want her to take the place of vessels
which I must have for the river or as a permanent storeship, hospital
vessel, ete. For the time being 1 will have to employ all the sailing
and a few of the purchased vessels (steamers) to do the blockading
until my work is done.

March 6, 8 p. m.---Since writing the above Captain Alden has
arrived, and hrings me the report of Commander Porter, from Key
West, saying that he will be ready in a few days. In the meantime I
will he getting some of the vessels over the bar. 1 will do all that
man can do to get the Colorado over. 1 did not think it possible, but
Alden says it is, and I know his energy and industry can accomplish
much when aided by such a force. I am delighted to receive such o
force, but believe I would have carried out my promise with what I
had. I would have been obliged, however, to withdraw my ships from
other points. I know all the forces of the Confedervates from two
deserters who came off from Fort Pike. They have seven companies
at Forts Jackson and St. Philip.  The deserters tell me they are send-
ing every man they can to the northern army.

I enclose herewith my general order to show you that I have not
forgotten the howitzers in the tops. That I will be able to carry out
the wishes of the Department 1 have little doubt if 1 am spared, and
if T am shot someone will, I trust, as I will make provisions for all
the contingencies T can. 1 am greatly obliged for the plans of the
forts, although I had obtained all the information I wanted except the
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entrances in case I wished to storm it. Permit me to express my
thanks and gratitude for your exertions to send me this force.
Very respectfully, and truly, your obedient servant,
- D. G. FArragur.
G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

(Foneral order of Flag- OQfficer Farragut, U. 8. Navy, giving instruc-
tions for the preparation of wessels for service in the Mississippd
Loiver.

You will prepare your ship for service in the Mississippi River in
the following manner:

Send down the topgallant masts, rig in the flying jibboom, and land
all the spars and rigging except what are necessary for the three top-
sails, foresail, jib, and spanker. 'I'rice up to the topmast stays, or
land the whiskers, and bring all the rigging into the howsprit, so that
there shall he nothing in the range of tEe (%irect fire ahead.

Make arrangements, if possible, to mount one or two guns on the
poop and topgallant forecastle; in other words, be prepared to use as
many guns as possible ahead and astern, to protect yourself against
the enemy’s gunboats and batteries, bearing in mind that you will
always have to ride head to the current, and can only avail yourself
of the sheer of the helm to point a broadside gun more than three
points forward of the heam. '

Have a kedge in the mizzen chains (or at any convenient place) on
the quarter, with a hawser bent and leading through in t,he stern
chock, ready for any emergency, also grapnels in the boats ready to
hook on to, and to tow off fire silips. Trim your vessel a few iiiches
by the head, so that if she touches the bottom she will not swing head
down the river.

Put your boat howitzers in the fore and maintops, on the hoat car-
riages, and secure them for firing abeam, etc. Should any injury
occur to the machinery of the ship, making it necessary to drop down
the river, you will back and fill down under sail, or you cundrop our
anchor and drift down, but in no case attempt to turn the ship’s iend
downstream.

You will have a spare hawser ready, and when ordered to take in tow
your next astern, do so, keeping the hawser slack so long as the ship
can maintain her own position, having a care not to foul the propeller.

No vessel must wit&ndmw from battle under any circumstances
without the consent of the flag-officer,

You will see that force and other pumps and engine hose are in good
order, and men stationed hy them, and your men will be drilled to the
extinguishing of fire. i

Have light Jacob ladders made to throw over the side for the use of the
cnrpentem in stopping shot holes, who are to be supplied with ‘)iecos of
inch board lined with felt, and ordinary nails, and see that the ports
are marked in accordance with the Ordnance Instructions on the herth
deck, to show the locality of the shot hole. Have many tubs of water
about the decks, both for the purpose of extinguishing fire and for
drinking.

Have a heavy kedge in the port main chains, and a whip on the main
yard ready to run it up and let fall on the deck of any vessel you may
run alongside of in order to secure her for boarding.
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You will be careful to have lanyards on the lever of the screw, so as
to secure the gun at the proper elevation, and prevent it from running
down at each fire. -

1 wish you to understand that the day is at hand when you will be
called upon to meet the enemy in the worst form for our profession.
You must be prepared to execute all those duties to which you have
been so long trained in the Navy, without having the opportunity of
practicing. I expect every vessel’s crew to be well exercised at their
runs, because it 18 required by the regulations of the service, and is
usually the first object of our attention, but they must be equally well
trained for stopping shot holes and extinguishing fire. Hot and cold
shot will no doubt be freely dealt to us, and there must be stout hearts
and quick hands to extinguish the ono and stop the holes of the other.

I shall expect the most prompt attention to signals and verbal orders,
cither from myself or the captain of the fleet, who, it will be under-

stood, in all cases, acts by my authority.
D. G. Fagrraour,

Llay- Oficer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Leport of Flag-Officer Furragut, U. S. Navy, promising vigilance in
the suppression of blockade running.
U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Stip Lsland, March 6, 1862.
Stk: I have to acknowledge the receipt of the communications of the
Department in relation to vessels supposed to be destined to run the

blockade of the Southern ports.

We will be as vigilant as we can. It is much easier to catch them
running in than out, but I am greatly pained to see them escaping as
often as they do, but it will be soon stopped, 1 hope, from the Missis-
sippi, as I have ordered the vessels up to the head of the Passes.
Strange to say, they have been lying outside and the vessels intending
to run the blockade lie 4 or 5 miles up the river, and when a fog or
durk night comes, they run out, and, having both the start and the
speed of the blockaders, are soon beyond their reach, Such was the
case a short time since at Pass & ’Outre with the /reble.

1 have also received the detachment of Captain Selfridge, which 1
will deliver as soon as his relief arrives. .

Very respectfully, your obedicent servant,
D. G. FArraaur,

Llag-Officer Western Gulf’ Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. (.

Report of Flag-Oficer Farragut, U. S. Navy, urging the necessity for
tmamnediate supplies of coal. _ ‘

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Shép lsland, March 6, 1862,

Sir: The Zichmond, Captain Alden, and the Kennebec, Lieutenant
Commanding Russell, arrived here last evening from Key West.

N W B—Vol, 18~—q
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Captain Alden informs me that there is no coal at that place, and there
is none here belon?ng to the Navy. I borrowed 800 tons from the
Army, which is all they have, and if a supply is not sent immediately
I may be seriously embarrassed. I sent home requisitions the moment
% ?rriived on my station and urged the Bureau to send the coal to Ship
sland.
~ As I understand the squadron is to be increased, our expenditure

will, of course, he proportionately greater.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraacur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GipEon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

{Endorsement.]

Coal is constantly going forward to Key West and Ship Island.
Since the 3d March 2,800 tons have been shipped to Ship Island and
1,500 tons to Key West. Flag-Officer McKean, in a letter of the 12th
March, states that when he supplies the vessels then at Key West he
has 600 tons remaining. The orders now being' filled are 10,000 tons
to Ship Island and 10,000 tons to Key West.

The contractors are shipping from 900 to 1,000 tons per day, and
all the vessels are taken ap that can be had. I do not apprehend they

will fall short.
J. L.

s

Order of I'lag- Officer Furragut, U. S. Navy, to Convnander Alden,
U. 8. Navy, conmanding U. S. S. Richmond.

U. S. S. HArTFoRD,
Ship Island, March 6, 1862.

Sir: You will remain here until my return, or until further orders.

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
D. G. Farraqur,

- Ilag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain J. ALDEN,
U. 8. S. Rickmond.

Order of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Nawy, to Commonder Swart-
wout, U. S. Navy, approving the seizure of vessels from Boca Chica
and Brazos Santiago.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship Island, March 7, 1862.

Sir: I have received your communication* to Flag-Officer McKean,
a copy of .which you sent me, and as it may be important to you to
know my opinion, and without meaning to criticise the opinion of my
predecessor, being cognizant of the ground on which he based those
opinions, 1 will simply state that I have carefully examined the charts
and have come to the conclusion that you were perfectly justitied in

*See Seriee I, volume 17, p. 101,
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seizing ull vessels and property coming out of Boca Chica and Brazos
Santiago, they clearly geing entrances into the enemy’s country.

With respect to vessels coming out of the Rio Grande, the case is
not quite so clear. They may or may not, be legitimate traders, under
neutral flags and with a friendly country, and although you will be
careful not to interfere with the commerce of friendly powers more
than you can possibly avoid, you will not permit the unlawful use of
such flags for mercenary purposes, to the henefit of our enemies and
the injury of our cause, and whenever yonare, upon careful investiga-
tion, satisfied that such is the case, you will not hesitate to seize and
send in for adjudication vess:ls having on board arms, ammunition,
and other contraband of war, for the right of visitation and search
obtains in this struggle, and musg be rigigly maintained.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Commander SAMUEL SWARTWOUT,
Commanding U. S. Sloop Portsmouth.

Commendatory letter from Flag- Officer Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Act-
ing Volunteer Licutenant Kittredge, U. S. Nawy, commanding U. S.
bark Arthur.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Ship Island, March 7, 1562.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters* by
the Rhode Island, and state that your conduct is approved, and I trust
that you will continue to act with such zeal and discretion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, '
D. G. FArraGuT,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squaa"rmi.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commanding J. W. KITTREDGE,
U. 8. Bark Arthur.

Letter from the Superintendent of the Coast Survey to the Secretary of
the Navy, announcing the execution of instructions regarding tele-
graphic outfit for the West Ghulf Blockading Squadron.

Coasr-Sunrvey OrFFIcE, March 7, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in accordance with authorit,
given in your letter of February 11, to purchase telegraphic wire, witl
an equipment of apparatus, and engage a telegraphic operator for
employ in the expedition under command of Flag-Officer D. G. Far-
ragut, 1 directed Captain C. P. Patterson, hydrographic inspector of
the Coast Survey, to fulfill the order. After consulting fully with
Colonel Marshall Lefferts, the able superintendent of tﬁe American
Telegraph Company in New York, Captain Patterson found that two
operators, as well as a tele%{raphlc cable, with the wire, were indis-
Eensable for successful working. Colonel Lefferts cheerfully gave

is time in selecting the operators and materials for the equipment,

| *Naot found.

N e N
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and to his asgistance we are indebted for the completeness of the
outfit. :

As the cable had to be manufactured, some delay was necessary, and
some further delay was incurred in consequence of the exchange with
the War Department.

Under the terms of the authority given, Captain D. D. Porter, who
was also consulted, urged Captain Patterson to procure at least 12 or
15 miles of wire, and as one wire would not answer both for air and
water, 20 miles of wire were provided and 12 miles of telegraphic
cable. The operators, with all t,)he outfit except the cable, will start for
Ship Island tﬂlis week in one of the naval vessels to leave New York.
The cable will follow as soon as manufactured. Its completion is
promised by the 13th of the present month.

I enclose copies of letters addressed by Captain Patterson to the
operators, who have heen sent to Ship Island, and also a copy of his
letter to Flag-Ofticer Farragut in regard to the matter.

Very respectfully, yours,
A. D. Baong,

Superintendent.

Hon Ginproy WELLES,
Seerctary of the Nawvy.
[Enclosures.]
New York, Mebruary 24, 1862.
Sir: By direction of Professor A. D. Bache, Superintendent U. S,
Coast Survey, acting under authority from the Navy Department, you
are hereby appointed as assistant telegraphic operator, under the
divection of Mr. E. D. L. Sweet, doing duty in the expedition under
the comimand of Flag-Ofticer D. G. Farragut in the Gulf of Mexico.
You will therefore proceed with and follow the directions of Mr.
Sweet, who is in charge of the telegraphic apparatus now being sent
from this place.
Your compensation will be $80 per month, and the Government will
retain your services for one year or any less time.
Very respectfully, yours,
C. P. PaTTERSON,
Llydrographic Inspector, Coast Survey.
Mr. F. J. Grace ‘
New York,

New YoRrg, Febrvary 24, 1862.

Sir: By direction of Professor A. D. Bache, Superintendent of the
Coast Survey, acting under the authority of the Secretary of the Navy,
you are hereby appointed as the chief telegraphic operator in charge
of the telegraphic wires and apparatus to be used in the expedition
under command of Flag-Officer I[; G. Farragut in the Gulf of Mexico.

You will proceed with your assistant, taking with you the wires and
apparatus, in the first transport, as selected by Professor Trowbridge,
to Ship Island, and report to Flag-Officer Farragut for duty; in his
absence, to the senior naval officer, seeking an interview as early as
possible with Captain D. D. Porter.

Your compensation will be $80 per month, and that of your assistant
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£80 per month, and the Goverimment will retain your services for one

year or any less time.

Very respectfully, yours,
C. P. PATTERSON,

_ _ Iydrographic Inspector, Coast Survey.
Mr. E. D. L.. SWEET
New York.

New Yorxk, February 24, 1862.

Ir: I have the honor to inform you that by direction of Professor
A. D. Bache, Superintendent of the Coast Survey, acting under
authority from the Navy Department, granted at the request of Cap-
tain D. D. Porter, I have purchased for the use of the expedition
under your command 20 miles of telegraphic wire, plain, to be used
in the air, and 12 miles of telegraphic cable for submarine or marsh
purposes, both of the most approved description, the latter such as is
being used between Cape Charles and Fortress Monvoe, Va.; with
these wires are also all the necessary batteries, insulators, acids, ete.

Accompanying this telegraphic apparatus are two accomplished
operators, thoroughly competent for any demands that may be made
upon them, and upon whose skill and integrity the most perfect reli-
ance can be placed.

The compensation the operators are to receive, as agreed upon, is
$80 per month, the Government to retain their services for one year
or less; their names to he placed upon the books of some vessel of
your command. ]

Captain Porter will make you all the necessary explanations, as it
was at his suggestion the arrangement has been made.

The operators have been selected and the whole apparatus has been
gotten up hy Colonel Marshall Lefferts, Superintendent of the Ameri-
can Telegraph Company, and therefore every confidence can be given
to the skill of the first and the completeness of the last.

The whole will proceed to Ship Island by the first transport.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
C. P. PATTERSON,

HHydrograplic Inspector, Coast Survey.

Flag-Officer D. . FarraGu?r
& . N ’ . -y .
Commanding Western Blockading Fleet, Gulf of Mewxico.

Order of Flag-Officer Furragut, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Lowry,
U. 8. Nawy, commanding U. 8. S. Montgomery, detaching him from
command of that vessel.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
Stap Island, March 7, 1862.
Si18: Lieatenant, Commanding C. Hunter having been ordered by
the Department to take command of the U. S. S. Montgomary, you
are hereby detached from her and will resume your position as first

lieutenant of the Zrookiyn.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A D. G. Faxragur,

Flag- Oficer Western Guif Blockading Squadron.

Lieutepant R. B. Lowny,
U. 8. 8. Montgomery.
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Order of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Hunter,
U, S. Nawy, commanding U. &8, Montgomery, to proceed to Tum-

pico, Mexico, for information requrding trade between Texas and
y ’ e ; i3 !

Matamoras.
, U. S. S. HArTFORD,
Puass a D Outre, March 7, 1862.

SIrR: As soon as your vessel is ready for sca f'ou will convey the
accomlpanyin dispatches to Mr. Chase,our consul at Tampico, obtain-
ing all the in%ormation you can from him relative to the trade between
Texas and Matamoras, and return with his answer to me at the mouth
of the river.

You will anchor off the entrance and c¢ross the har in your hoat to
communicate with Mr. Chase.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraaur,
Flag-Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding C. HuNTER,
’ U. 8. 8. Montgomery.

Letter from the U. S. consul at Matamoras, Mexico, to Commander
Swartwout, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship Portsmouth, request-
g anformation for the eitizens of that place regarding transporta-
tion of’ frewght.

CoNSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Matamoras, March 7, 1862.

Sir: The merchants of this city have purchased several steamboats
for the transportation of their freight g'om the vessels lying at the
mouth of the river. They will run under the Mexican flag, and they

_.have requested from me a certificate that everything was done in good
faith, which I have concluded to do, upon positive evidence that such
is the case.

The question with the merchants now is whether you will allow their
hoats to pass freely upon this certificate. Will you please answer me
in writing upon this question, that I may allay their fears, and if cot-
ton brought over by Texans, sold to merchants of Matamoras, and
shipped throngh the custom-house here will be liable to seizure at
sen; also, what articles, if any, are prohibited from being landed at
Matamoras? .

My office with its entire contents having been destroyed by fire dur-
ing the siege, I have nothing to refer to.

If have, since my arrival here, become acquainted with some of the
merchants, and find that most of their merchandise goes to Monterey,
San Louis Potosi, and other towns in the interior, Texas being decidedly
too poor to buy, unless payment can be made in Confederate payer,
which is worth hardly as much here as good wrapping paper.

I will give a certificate for cach cargo separately, provided [ have
positive proof of its being designed for Mexico.

I hope that affairs will soon be settled on this side of the river, so
that I can communicate with you freely. If you can name a time and
place down the coast where you can receive a dispatch, 1 will have it
there, and can give you all the information asked for through your

last messenger.
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The young gentleman who takes this to you will bring any docu-
ment intrusted to him.

Hoping that you will command me in all eases where [ can serve
you or he useful to our Government,

I remain, very respectfully and truly,
: L. PIBRCE, Jr.,

Consul.

Commander U. S. Ship PortsMouTH,
Boca del Rio.

Order of the Secretary of the Nawvy to Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S.
Nm(}z/, authorizing the purchase,. fzr (Fovernment use, of prizes, after
condemnation.

Navy Derarrment, March 8, 1862.

Sir: The Department has received your communications of the 13th,
dated at Key West, the 16th and 17th, dated at Havana, and the 22d
ultimo, dated at Ship Island.

By numbering your dispatches reference to them will be facilitated.
You will also promptly acknowledge the receipt of communications
from the Department, not by date only, but by subject. With regard
to procurin{; for the service such of the prizes as may be very desirable
that are sold at Key West, you are informed that they can be pur-
chased after condemnation. The Beauregard has already been so pur-
chased under the authority of the Department.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoNn WELLES.

Flag-Ofticer D. G. Farracur,

Commanding West Gulf Llockading Squadron.

Order of Flag-Officer Farvagut, U. S, Nawvy, to Licutenant Nichols,
0. 8. Navy, commanding (). 8. 8. Winona, reqgarding the landing
of prisoners.

U. S. S. HarTFORD,

Dass & U Outre, March 9, 1862.

Str: You can stand inshore and anchor for the night and in the
morning run up and land the prisoners who have given their parole
not to serve by any act against tﬁe United States during this rebellion.

You can tell Captain Russell that he can accompany you up to the
Head of the Passes. Should you meet any boats or pilots, take them.
One of the ships will be at the Pass & POutre and also at South West
Pass, in case you should wish to fall back from superior force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraqur,

Flag-Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

- Lieutenant Ccmmanding K. T. Nionows,
d. 8. 8. Winona.
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Beport of Licutenant Crosby, U. S. Nawvy, commanding U7, S, S. Pinola,
of arvival at Ship Island, Miss., with prize schooner Cora.

U. 5. Gunsoar PiNora,
Ship fdand, Miss., Mareh 9, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here to-day, and
on my way from Key West I captured the British schooner Cora,
Robert May, master, in latitude 26° 41’ N., longitude 84° 45’ W., from
Apalachicola, hound to Havana, with a cargo of 208 bales of cotton.
She was formerly the American schooner Willian. I’ Benson, and
according to her papers was sold to an Englishman now residing in
Havana. 1 fired ahead of her three times and once at her before she
would heave to, when I placed a prize erew on hoard of her and ordered
the officer in command to follow me to this port, on account of an
approuching gale and the lateness of the hour of her ¢apture, it bein
after sundown, and dark before the return of my hoats, one of which
was stove and lost alongside, fortunately without injury to her crew.
As the flag-oflicer was not here, but expected every day, T determined
to await his arrival for instructions how to dispose of her. Thinking
I might be required for immediate service, I deemed it expedient to
keep my oflicers and crew complete until I could hear from him.
Prior to leaving Key West, I sent two of my erew to the hospital
which the surgeon recommended to be sent home. Accompanying
this T send a list of my officers and crew at the time of the capture.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Prirer Crossy,
Licutenant, Commanding.
Hon. Givroy WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Brigadier-General Phelps, U. S. Army, to Adjutant-

General Thomas, U. S, dvmy, reqarding the arrival of troops at
Wip Island, and preparation. for an encampment.
Ship Island, and preparation for a tmpinent

St IstaNp, Miss., March 9, 1862.

Sir: The Fourteenth Maine, six companies of the Thirteenth Maine,
and the Twelfth Connecticut arrived yesterday. Other vessels are in
sight to-day and probably with troops. The ship /duho, containing
the men of .several batteries, has run aground and we are trying to
get her off. * * *

Some days since a party from this command went over to Biloxi and
examined the groun({ there. 1t is out of the way and not desirable
for a military station. Another party went over yesterday to a point
nearer Mississippi City. The wharf there is some 38,000 feet or more
in length, of a II)lghﬂ; structure, and has heen partly broken up. The
reconnoitering party (about 100 men) went but a short distance from
the wharf and were fired upon from artillery. Returning to their
boat (the steam gunboat Calloun, taken from the enemy), the enemy’s
shots were replied to by three rounds from the boat. ‘The number of
troops there is probably not very considerable; the location would be
better for a camp than this is. There are 9 feet of water at the end
of the wharf. I wished to send back there to-day to make a further
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examination, but both of our steam lighters are broken down and the
Culhoun is employed in getting oft the /dako. * * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. PuELPS,

) Brigadier- General, Commanding.
{eneral Lorenzo THoMas,
Adjutant- General, Washington, 1. C.

Order of Ilag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Nawy, to Commander Alden,
U. 8. Navy, referring to an unsuccessful attempt to get the U. 8. S.
Brooklyn through Pass & U Outie. .

U. S. S. HARTFORD,

Fass & P Qutre, March 10, 1862.
DEAr Caprrain: I received your note and am sorry that the soldiers

have mac's a failure in Mississippi City, as 1 supposed it could be

taken by 25 men, but you will order the Calloun to repair imme-
diately to Apalachicoln to meet Flag-Ofticer McKean. I don’t know

what his orders were, but I now tind he wag at Ship Island when I

left, but did not condescend to make his report, by which he might

have embarrassed me, and has given me a great deal of trouble, as

Flag-Officer McKean is without hiy vessels and fleet surgeon.

e have been trying Pass & ’Outre for the past two days, and have
failed to get the Brooklyn in. I am now going to take her to the
South West Pass as soon as I can get her off the bar.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,

D. G. Fagrracur,

Flay- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captain J. ALDEN,
U. 8. 8. Richmond.

Order of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Commander Smith,
U. 8. Nawy, to assume command of the U. S. 8. Mississippi.

U. S. S. HArTroRD, .
Lass & 0 Outre, March 10, 1862.
Sir: You will proceed in the Wessakickon to Ship Island and deliver
to Captain Selfridge his order of detachment and relieve him in the
command of the l%r. S. S. Messissippi.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FAarracur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.
Captain M. SmrTh.

Order of Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant Madigan,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. Ship Vincennes, to appear at inter-
vals off Mobile.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,

LPuass & 0 Outre, March 10, 1862,

Sir: You will run over to Mobile and show yourself every few
days off the fort, as I can not thiuk there will be much service for
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you off Pensacola, and your appearance ofl Mobile every now and
then will have a good effect.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,
Flag- Officer Western. Gulf' Blockading Squadron.,

Lieutenant-Commanding J. Mapiean,
U. 8. Skip Vincennes.

Report of Acting Master Gregory, U. S. Nawy, commanding U. 8.
brig Bolkio, reqarding the capture of schooner Henry Travers.

U. S. Gun-Bria Bomuro,
South West Dass, Mississippi Rivery March 11, 1862.

Sir: On the Sth of March, 1862, at 5:30 a. m., while cruising in
latitude 28 00’ N., discovered a schooner to the north and westward,
steering to the northward toward the coast of Louisiana.

I gave chase with the brig under my command.  On discovering us
hearing down upon him, he made sail and hauled to S. W., the wind
blowing from K. S, K., schooner distant 5 miles, bearing from us W.
by S. I set the Spanish flag, the schooner set the English flag. 1
then hauled down the Spunisﬁ and set the American flag. At 8a. m.
fired a shot at her; he then hauled down his flag and set gaff-topsail.
At 9 a. m. fired another shot at him; he still continued on his course
and holding his way with us. . At 11 a. m. schooncr kept off W, N. W,
At 2 p. m. she hove to in latitude 28° 14’ N., longitude 91° 58’ W,
On boarding her and examining her papers, found her to be the
schooner Henry Trarers, under s provisional register issued at Nassau,
New Providence, on the 18th day of IFebruary, 1862.  Captain Merrill
(captain of the schooner) stated to me that he joined the schooner at
Havana and proceeded to Nassau, New Providence, with a British
register issued at New Orleans in May, 1862, for six months. Name,
residence, and occupation of the owner, John Robinson, of New
Orleans, State of Louisiana; on which I seized her (read 1st Vol. Kent,
pages 74, 75, 76) and brought her to this anchorage for examination,
and forwarded her, with her log book and all other papers feund on
hoard, to the U. 8. district judge at Key West for u(l]ﬂ(ﬂicution.

I am, very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
W. D. Grecory,
dAeting Master, Commanding.

Hon. Groron WELLES,

Secretary of the Nawy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to I'lag- Officer Farvagut, U. S.
Navy, regarding provisions for repadrs and coal.

Navy Devarrsany, March 12, 1862.

Sik: Your communication of the 21st ultime, in relation to tho con-
dition of certain vessels of the squadron, cte., has been received.
Orders have heen given to send a workshop to Ship Island, and the
commandant at New York has been requested to send out a hoisting
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engine. There are about 3,000 tons of coal loading and on the way to
the Gulf. Coal is constantly going there. The navy agent at Phila-
delphia has been directed to ship aboat 10,000 tons per month, accord-
ing to your request. :

_am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GiveoN WELLES.

Flag-Officer D. G. FARRAGUT, -
Commanding West Gulf’ Blockading Squadron, Ship Island.

Order of the Seceretary of the Nawy to Flag-Officer Furragut, U. S.
Navy. enjoining vigelance, in view of the construction of® Confederate
ironclads at Mobile.

Navy Derarrment, March 12, 1862.

SIr: Recent occurrences at. Hampton Roads, and the appearance of
the Merrimack, clad with armor, render it important that your par-
ticular attention should be called to the subject of reported armored
steamers at New Orleans and Mobile, which are in the process of con-
struction, if not already complete. Our information on this subject is
very indifferent, and not unlikely you have that which is more direct
and more accurate.

I would enjoin particular attention to this subject, and if you shall
not have already possessed yourself of vessels and New Orleans itself,.
that you should institute enquiry forthwith in regard to the reported
armored vessels, and that you take every precaution to guard against
them. No unclad ship can contead, except at great odds, with even
a moderately armored vessel. It is not supposed that there is any
vessel so formidable as the Merrimack in the ﬁississippi, but we have
pretty authentic accounts of some, end that one or two are building at
Mobile. 1t 1s necessary that these vessels should be captured, and an
onward movement, if not already made, will relieve yourself and the
country of apprehension in regard to them. Butif the blow shall not
have been nllx'eady struck when this communication reaches you, 1
recommend vigilance and precaution in regard to the armored steamers
of the rebels which are heing constructed.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Oflicer D. G. Farraaur,

Commanding West Gulf’ Blockading Squadron, Ship Island.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nawvy to Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S.
Navy, expressing surprise at the reporied escape of blockade runners
through the Passes of the Mississippe hwwer.

Navy DrprartMent, March 12, 1862.
Sir: The Department learns of the arvival at IIavana on the 23d
ultimo of the steamer Colonel J. Whitman, 430 tons, and the steamer

Lloridue, 429 tons, from New Orleans, with a thousand bales of cotton,

and also of the escapo from New Orleans of the steamers Magnolia,

Tennessee, and Vanderbilt.

The hope and belieZ had been indulged that tho Passes of the Mis-
sissippi were eflectunlly blockaded against the entrance and departure
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of vessels, anud, therefore; the recent escape of so many steamers of
such size and importance fills the Department with surprise and regret.

The Gult Squadron having recently heen so muc%n enlarged and
divided, the Department trusts that in future it may have no occasion
to refer to the fact of vessels having run the blockade, or to urge
greater viligance and the importance of cutting off communication
with the rebel ports,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GproN WELLES.

Flag-Ofticer D. . FARrRAGUT ‘
Commanding West Gulf }Nmfkn(liw,{/ Squadron, Skip Island.

O der of Flug-Officer Farvagut, U. S. Navy, to Captain Fugle, U. 8.
Navy, looking to operations against Galveston, Tew.

U. S. S. Hartrorbp,
South West Duss, March 12, 1862.

Si: I received your dispatch* of the 8th instant in relation to (ial-
veston, for which 1 am very much obliged to you. The information
contained in the newspapers we have had for some cight or ten days,
and are now anxiously looking for the fall of Columbus.

Galveston will he looked to at my earliest convenience. I have no
doubt that all can be accomplished as you say, but I have not at this
moment the vessels to spare from more important duties enjoined upon
me by the Government. I do not wish you, however, to either bhurn
or fire on the town unless they fire on you first, but do not hesitate to
return the fire for fear of injuring the town. It would he well to
notify them of that fact whenever an opportunity occurs, and that you
will give them the option of surrendering or having their town destroyed
whenever they presume to fire on our vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. . FArRrAGUT.
Captain H. EacLe,
U. 8. Ship Santee.

Ovder of Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. Nawy, to Captain Bailey, U. S.
Nawy, to assemble the gunboats at themouth of the Mississippi River.

~U. S, S. HarTFORD,
South West Pass, March 12, 1862.

Sik: Pleaso direct the gunboats as they arrive at Ship Island to pro-
ceed without delay to the mouth of the Mississippi River, touching at
Pass & POutre and South West Pass, and report to the commanding
officer. :

Vory respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farraaur,
Flug- Officer Western Ghdf Blockading Squadron.

Captain T. BaiLry,
0. 8. 8. Colorado.

*Not found.



WEST GULF BLOOKADING SQUADRON. 61

Order of Flag-0 cer Farragut, U. S. Z\’d(e};y, to Acting Master Greg-
ory, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. brig Bokio. '

U. S. S. HarTrorp,
South West Pass, March 12, 1862,

Sir: You will proceed to Petit Bois [Island] Pass and relicve the
Wissahickon and remain until further orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farragur,

Llag- Officer Western Guif Blockading Squadron.
Acting Master W. D. GREGORY
[ Commanding U s brig Bokio.]

Order of I'lag- %’ice' Furragut, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant Smith,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Wissahickon.

~_U. 5. S. HARTFORD,
South West Puss, March 12, 1862.
SiR: As soon ag relieved by the brig Bokéo you will proceed to the

South West Pass and report to me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. Farracur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding A. N, SMiTH, .
0. 8. 8. Wissahiclon.

Order of Captain Bailey, U. S. Nawvy, to Lieutenant Crosby, U. 8.
Nawvy, commanding U. S. 8. Pinola, to proceed to the mouth of Mis-

sessippt Lwver. o
U. 8. 8. Cor.orapo,
Ship Lsland, March 13, 1862.

Str: You will proceed without delay to the mouth of the Mississippi
River, touching at Pass & 'Outre and South West Pass, and report to

the commanding oflicer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. BAiLEY,

Captain.

Lieutenant Commanding PEircE Crossy,
U. 8. Gunboat Pinola.

Letter from Hon. Ira Harris to the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting
letter from the president })f Vassar College, giving information re-
garding the movement of blockade runners to Hovana.

SENATE CHAMBER, March 13, 1862.

My Dear Sir: I think it worth while to enclose for your perusal a
letter received from Rev. Dr. Jewett, a very estimable gentleman, pres-
ident of the college named at the head of his letter. He formerly

resided in Alabama.

Yours, with esteem,
: IrRA HARRI8.

Hon, Secrerary WELLES,
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[Enclosure.]

Vassar FEMALE COLLEGE,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., March 10, 1862.

My DEar Sir: ‘‘Monsieur Tonson come again,” but not for him-
self. 1 have a word for the Navy Department. )

From a source entitled to implicit confidence, I learn that small
rebel steamers loaded with cotton are constantly going from Sabine
Pass to Havana. 'The cotton is insured in Galveston, and the shippers
have cleared hundreds of thousands of dollars by the speculation. M
informant, an entirely trustworthy man, has lately arrived in New Yor
City from Galveston, via Sahine Pass and Havana. :

Please do not allow my name to be mentioned in this connection,
although I am anxious to aid in stopping this leak.

Thanks for a copy of your speech on Mr. Bright’s case.

As ever, most truly, yours, etc.,
M. P. JEwETT.

Hon. Ira HaARrRris.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nawvy to Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S.
Nawy, giving list of wvessels fitting in foreign ports for blockade
rUNNINY.

Navy DEPARTMENT, March 13, 1862.
Str: I enclose herewith for your information copies of dispatches

received by the Secretary of State, giving information of the follow-

ing-named vessels now fitting out at foreign ports with the intention
of running the blockade:

Boadicea, Mary PBanfield, sailed from Liverpool; Fanny Lewrs,
Bermuda, loading at Liverpool; Intended, Lycurgus, Fanny (or Annie
Laurie), loading at London; Herald, said to be a fast sailer; Maturin
Cor, loading at Havre with cloth.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLES.

Flag-Officer D. G. FaArRrRAGUT,

Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Leport of Commander Bell, U. 8. Nuvy, 71'49(({ard'é71g the movements of
irlezq U. S. steamers Winona, Kineo, and Kennebec in the Mississippi
wer.
U. S. S. HARTFORD,
South West Pass, March 13, 1862.

Str: On the afternoon of the 11th instant I proceeded in the gun-
boat Winona, Lieutenant Commanding Nichols, to the Head of the
Passes, and found there the AZneo and Kennebec, and shortly a steamer
appeared about 4 or 5 miles avay, which, after a short time, steamed
out of sight. At night anchored at the head of Pass a I’Outre.

Next morning (12th), at 9:40, the fog having lifted somewhat, got
the three gunboats underway and stood up the Mississippi River. At
10:45 saw a steamer coming down, and made chase. When she was
in the act of turning, someone on board thought he read ‘‘Star” on
her wheelhouse. Her broadside forward and-abaft her wheelhouse
looked as if it were barricaded with cotton bales, When off The
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Jump she was from 24 to 3 miles distant, and as we did not appear *o
gain on her, the Winona and HKennebec tried the range of their
20-pounder Parrotts on her, firing two shots each; but not seeing
where the shot fell, the firing was discontinued. About this time
another steamer made her appearance coming down the river, and
joined the chased steamer; about 2 miles below the forts she turned
round and disappeared behind the bend. In the meantime the Azneo
made signal ¢* Boiler disabled.” She was from 1 to 2 miles astern, and
wishing to know the extent of her disability, I turned the Winona’s
head downstream to speak the A7nco. Captain Ransom then reported
all right, and that her boilers had been foaming. 1 then returned
up the river, proceeding above The Jump, when I sent a boat
ashore to cut the wires and thence to destroy a lookout station
which was at The Jump; but that lookout had been burned some
time before.

From this point observed three large houses oir the left bank of the
river, about 2 miles higher up, and situate some distance away from
the bank; also about 5 miles distant, and over the bend at the forts, saw
some houses, also six schooners and six steamers lying against the
south bank, three of them havin{g steam up, and another steamer
going up the river. Not being able to distinguish the forts, and con-
sidering that these three gunboats were the only steamers that you
had yet been able to get into the river, I returned to the Head of the
Passes, leaving Winona and Kéneo in the head of Pass & P’Outre and
anchored the Kenncbec for an hour in the South West Pass. While
lying there, observed the smoke of a steamer up the river and imme-

intely ascended in the Aennebec to the Head of the Passes, when the
steamer disappeared.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: H. H. Bert,

Lleet Captain.

Flag-Ofticer D. G. FArracuT,
Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

LReport of Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S. wag/, acknowledging consular
information regarding suspicious vessels in foreign ports.

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
South West Pass, March 13, 1862.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of several documents from
the consuls at Liverpool, London, and Marseilles in relation to the
Cambridge, Impératice, Vigo, James Lopez, Monmouth, Empress, Ella,
and Eeconomist, vessels suspected of being destined for the Southern
coast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. G. FArracur,

Flag- Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GiproNn WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Wushington, D. C.
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Report of Commander DPorter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the arrival of
the Mortar Flotilla at Ship Island, Miss.

U. S. S. Harrier LANE,
Harbor of Ship Island, March 13, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that all the mortar fleet have
arrived sufely and without accident at this place.
I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
Davip D. PorTER,
Commanding F'lotlla.
Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secrctary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Ref)m't of Lieutenant DPreble, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Katahdin, of arrival at Key West, Fla., en route to Ship Island,
Miss. :
U. S. GUNBGAT KATAHDIN,
Hey West, March 1}, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Kutaldin at Key
West.  The enclosed copies of the report of my senior engineer as to
the present state of the engines, and of my report of arrival to the
honorable Secretary of the Navy, will inform you in full of the inei-
dents of my passage and of the causes and the probable extent of my
detention at this port. I shall use every exertion to have the neces-

sary repairs expedited, and hasten to report to you at Ship Island, as
: ordere(}. As the Kataldin had never moved under steam from the
wharf until her final departure, her passage out may be considered a

rolonged trial trip, and I think a pretty successful one. 1 am
indebted to the ahility and energy displayed by-my senior assistant
engineer for the accomplishment of the passage to Key West under
discouraging circumstances.

He ha§ to be on hand night and day, and had very little assistance
from his assistant engineers, two of whom had never worked a marine
engine before, and all three being generally seasick during the bad
weather we encountered.

I am, very respectfully, your obedic::t servant,
Grorcr HENRY PREBLE,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Flag-Officer D. G. Farraaur, U. S. Navy,
Commanding in Chicf Western Guly” Blockading Squadron.

Report of Flag- Officer Farragut, U. S. Navy, regarding the difficulties
in crossing the bar into the Mississippi. Biver.
U. S. S. HARTFORD,
South West Pass, March 14, 1862.

Str: I herewith cnclose the views of Captain Bailey, who, like
myself, thinks it impossible to get the Colorudo over the bar of the
Mississippi. I have been working hard at Pass & ’Outre with a good
pilot trying to get the Brooklyn over the bar, and, after getting her
off on the 11th, I gave it up, as we could not get more than 12 feet at
the shoalest pass. 1 then came down to this pass with her, where Mr.
Halter, our Coast-Survey assistant, had examined and ably buoyed the
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bar, and I am happy to say the Brooklyn passed over, only grounding
once, but got off in less than an hour. She drew at the time 15 feet
water. Captain Craven has heen unremitting in his exertions to get
his ship over the bar, but we have not found the water formerly car-
ried over these bars, no doubt for the reason that the daily Fassmg of
large ships kept the channel open. It does not appear to be the opinion
of ecither Mr. Halter (Coast}Survo.y assistant) or the pilots that the
Colorado can possibly pass the bar, and it is very doubtful if the Mis-
sissippi will be gotten over, but we will soon be able to decide by actual
trial. I now Lave at the Head of the Passes the following force:
Brooklyn and three gunboats. All intercourse is stopped between the
city and bar.  All the peoplo are on parole and appear very willing to
have nothing to do with the struggle, their great wish being to see the
rebellion ended and